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  American Seed Trade Association

  E-News Update for April 9, 2003

ASTA Convention Materials Mailed

Registration materials and convention program highlights for the 120th annual ASTA convention have been mailed to all ASTA representatives and past convention attendees.  Additional information can be found on the homepage at www.amseed.org. For more information or assistance, please contact Suzanne Nicolas at snicolas@amseed.org or Jan Stickley at jstickley@amseed.org.  Members are further advised that at this writing, approximately 25 percent of the room block is already sold-out.  See you in Las Vegas.
USDA Biotech Panel to Include ASTA Members

Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman announced on April 8 the roster for the 18 member committee charged with looking at agricultural biotechnology.  Dick Crowder, ASTA CEO was appointed to the committee as were a number of ASTA company representatives.  In addition to ASTA, the National Corn Growers and the National Association of Wheat Growers will also have seats on the committee.  The committee is compromised of agribusiness and farm industry groups.
Brazil Farmers May Lose $250 Million to Soy Rust

Soy crop losses to Asian rust disease, which caused an estimated $25 million in damages last year, could be ten times that amount this year, according to Brazil Agriculture Ministry officials.  The estimate includes the costs of extensive herbicide spraying across Brazil’s soy belt and losses in productivity.

Soy Seed Purchases Up for Brazil

Seed purchases in Brazil’s leading center-west soy region grew 43 percent to 1 million 40-kg bags, compared with 700,000 bags this time a year ago.  The center-west is Brazil’s largest soy producing region accounting for about 45 percent of the national crop.  It is also one of the fastest expanding regions because of the vast tracts of cheap open savanna and favorable soy weather.  Brazil is in the middle of a record soy harvest estimated at over 50 million tons by market sources, up from 42 million tons in 2001/02.

USDA Stops Wheat – Rice Swap in Iraq Food Donation

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, bending to demands from Congress, has indefinitely postponed the sale of 50,000 tons of government-owned hard red winter wheat to facilitate buying American rice for donation to Iraq.  Last week, Congress approved legislation stopping USDA from removing wheat from the reserve and selling it in the United States, using the proceeds to buy other commodities to be donated to Iraq.  Instead, additional U.S. funds would be provided to buy commodities like rice for donation to Iraq.

Poll Shows Concern Over Biotech Wheat in ND Grain Elevators

A recent poll of North Dakota grain elevator operators showed a level of concern over the potential commercialization of biotech wheat.  The Minneapolis-based watchdog group, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy sent a survey to 317 North Dakota grain elevators.  Fifty-two elevators responded.  The survey targeted North Dakota because the state is the top producer of hard red spring wheat, and spring wheat is the first genetically enhanced wheat variety slated for commercial release.

Doing Business in Iraq Monograph
ASTA members are advised that a publication entitled, “Doing Business in Iraq” is available for distribution.  The guide was prepared by Hogan & Hartson, legal counsel for ASTA.  Interested members may contact Leslie Cahill by e-mail at lcahill@amseed.org to request the PDF file.

Invasive Species Workshop Scheduled

The Economic Research Service will host a two-day workshop in Washington, DC on the economics of invasive plant pests and animal diseases on May 12-13, starting at noon.   The workshop will feature the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, as well as other federal and state agencies, industry, and nongovernmental organizations.  Speakers will provide perspectives on bioteconomic risk assessment, links between trade expansion and invasive introductions, and the economics of policies to exclude, monitor, and control plant pests and animal diseases.  For more information contact ERS at 202.694.5775. 

Upcoming Events

April 27-30

American Forage and Grassland Council Annual Conference

Lafayette, LA  

800.944.2342

May 12-16

Seed Technologist Training

Brookings, SD

605.692.7611

May 13-15

Pacific Seed Association

Coeur d’Alene, ID

503.226.2758

June 3-5

Illinois Crop Improvement/Illinois Seed Trade

Grafton, IL 

217.359.4053

June 5-8

Oregon Seed Trade Association

Sunriver, OR

503.226.2758

June 5-11

AOSA/SCST

Seattle, WA

509.225.2630

June 7-11

World Seed Congress

Bangalore, India

www.worldseed2003.com 

June 21-25

120th ASTA Annual Convention

Las Vegas

888.890.7333

www.amseed.org 

July 5-7

Georgia Seedsmen

Young Harris, GA

770.775.7826

July 11-12

South Carolina Seedsmen

Charleston, SC

864.885.9644

July 13-16

Canadian Seed Trade

Quebec City, CANADA

613.829.9527

October 18-21

Atlantic Seed Association

Norfolk, VA

814.237.0330

November 2-4

ASTA Farm Seed/Lawn Seed

Western Seed Association

Kansas City, MO

888.890.7333

www.amseed.org 
November 18-21
Canadian Seed Trade

Winnipeg, CANADA

613.829.9527

December 10-12

33rd Soybean Seed 

58th Corn & Sorghum Seed Conferences

Seed Expo

Chicago, IL

888.890.7333

www.amseed.org
