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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  

Russia May Reject U.S. Biotech Corn and Soybeans as of October 2002
According to the July 3 issue of Russia’s Pravda, Russia may stop purchasing U.S. corn and soybeans effective Oct. 1, 2002, when a new state law requiring biotech products to be registered with the Russian Government takes effect. Under this law, Russian authorities will only allow importation of officially registered products. Since U.S. grain is not segregated, it will be impossible to determine which grain types are registered in Russia and which are not. Story at http://english.pravda.ru/economics/2002/07/03/31701_.html 
China Biotech Rules Take Effect Immediately 
On July 1, China’s Health Ministry made a surprise announcement that its rules requiring safety permits for biotech food products would take effect immediately, throwing huge imports of U.S. soybeans and farm goods from other nations into question, the July 1 Associated Press reported. “The decision appeared to contradict promises by the ministry to foreign embassies and people in the industry that its rules would be phased in gradually in order to avoid disrupting trade,” the AP said. The rules took effect on July 1. Guidelines are supposed to be published on how to follow the rules at some point, according to the Ministry. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020701/ap_wo_en_po/china_modified_food_1
China Shields Farm Sector with Biotech Import Regulations 
According to the July 9 Associated Press, China is trying to shield its farm sector from the bumps of World Trade Organization (WTO) membership by imposing regulatory import barriers for biotech crops. China’s entry into the WTO in December 2001 was supposed to open its agricultural market to greater competition. But some say biotech crops are giving Chinese bureaucrats a loophole to keep protecting local farmers, noted the AP. The director of the Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy said China was concerned that increasing foreign imports would lower the value of soybeans, wheat and maize produced in the country. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020709/ap_on_bi_ge/china_modified_food_3
China Says No Biotech Permits Needed for Importers for Now 
The July 1 Dow Jones noted that China’s Ministry of Health confirmed that no import permits for biotech foods will be needed from the Ministry before Jan. 1, 2003, despite its rule taking effect on July 1. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020701/bs_dowjones/china_says_no_gmo_permits_needed_from_health_min

European Parliament Votes for Stricter Biotech Food Labeling Laws 
On July 3, the European Commission issued a press release on the European Parliament’s vote to trace and label foods containing more than 0.5% biotech ingredients and to regulate the commercialization and labeling of biotech food and feed products. The legislative package consists of proposals for tracing and labeling biotech products and for regulating biotech food and feed. It will require the traceability of biotech products from farm to fork and provide consumers with information by labeling all food and feed consisting of, containing or produced from a biotech product. “The Commission is pleased that Parliament rejected the more extreme amendments which would have required, for example, compulsory labeling of meat, milk and eggs obtained from animals fed [biotech] feed,” the release stated. “The Commission is holding a firm line in rejecting those amendments which would put significant obstacles in the way of the practical implementation of the legislation and hamper international trade. In particular, the Commission cannot accept the amendment which would rule out tolerance of minute traces of unauthorized but scientifically positively assessed GM material. The same applies to an amendment which would require the precise identification (through a unique code) of GMOs which are not to be disseminated into the environment. These amendments would represent a high cost for the operators without providing significant benefits in terms of risk management.” The report of the European Parliament will now be transmitted to the European Council, which is expected to adopt a position this fall. EC new release at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/992|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=   Related July 3 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020703/ap_on_bi_ge/eu_biotech_foods_4   
European Parliament Discusses its Vote on Biotech Traceability and Labeling 
On July 3, the European Parliament (EP) adopted on a vote of 308 to 208 with 39 abstentions and 294 to 217 with 35 abstentions, respectfully, reports on proposals for a European Parliament and Council regulation concerning the traceability and labeling of biotech foods and on biotech food and feed.” A July 3 EP news release stated, “In approving these two proposals with amendments, Parliament is demanding more stringent rules on traceability and labeling including animal feed and food products, defining a threshold of contamination and on unapproved GMOs. It was imperative that the objectives of GMO regulation were set out precisely and in detail to ensure that there were rules not susceptible to deception and fraud and to promote consumer protection without causing confusion and doubt. Rules should establish the same requirements both for producers within and outside the EU. When placing products produced from GMOs on the market, operators shall always ensure that either the words ‘This product is produced from GMOs’ or ‘This product contains (ingredient) produced from GMOs’ appear on a label. Regarding thresholds for biotech food labeling, the EP “demanded that this threshold be 0.5%, with the possibility of lower levels for minute traces in food or feed of genetically modified material authorized under EU legislation where the presence of such material was ‘adventitious’ or technically unavoidable. Advances in science and technology should allow appropriately lower thresholds to be established.” EP news release at http://www2.europarl.eu.int/omk/OM-Europarl?PROG=PRESS-DAILYNB&L=EN&PUBREF=-//EP//TEXT+PRESS-DAILYNB+DN-20020703-1+0+DOC+SGML+V0//EN&LEVEL=1&REFERER=X&NAV=X#SECTION2   EP reports at http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2002/com2002_0359en01.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2002/com2002_0361en01.pdf  
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2002/com2002_0362en01.pdf 
European Commission Issues Q&A on Proposed Biotech Rules 
On July 1, the European Commission issued a Q&A on the regulation of biotech foods in the European Union. It covers both existing and proposed legislation. Q&A at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=MEMO/02/160|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display= 
EuropaBio Notes Problems with Proposed EU Biotech Labeling Law 
The July 9 Dow Jones reported that EuropaBio, a biotech advocacy group in Europe, said that the EU’s proposed strict labeling law on biotech foods increases the possibility of massive fraud. This is because existing tests cannot detect all biotech events. Under the EU law, foods with more than 0.5% of a biotech ingredient must be labeled as such. Products must be labeled even if biotech ingredients are not detectable in the final product, such as highly refined oils and sugars. As a result, EuropaBio said labeling laws should apply only to products where evidence of biotech events exists. In a July 3 statement, the organization said that “the arbitrary reduction to a 0.5% threshold instead of 1% as proposed by the Commission is unrealistic. Cross-pollination in the farming environment and some mixing in the storage, distribution and processing stages will be inevitable, so these low levels are impossible to achieve.” It also said that “adventitiously present trace elements of GM products assessed as safe by European Scientific Committees, and approved and commercialized in third countries, might be adventitiously present in seed and commodities in the EU.” Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020709/bs_dowjones/eu_biotech_industry_blasts_genetic_crop_labeling_law  
EuropaBio statement at http://www.europabio.org/upload/articles/article_141.doc
NCGA Says EU Biotech Plan Unworkable 
A July 3 Reuters article noted that European plans to label and trace biotech foods may worsen the transatlantic trade row. The National Corn Growers Association said the proposed rules are unworkable and would lead to higher food costs. The draft regulations, which require the approval of EU governments, is the latest step toward Europe reopening the process of approving the sale and production of new varieties of biotech crops frozen by an unofficial moratorium since 1998. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020703/wl_nm/food_biotech_europe_dc_2
Zambia, Zimbabwe Waffle on Accepting Biotech Crop Donations
A July 2 report by the Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) of the United Nations’ Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said that  “Zambia has joined Zimbabwe in expressing concern over accepting biotech food aid, while the country struggles to overcome food shortages threatening over two million people. Zambia’s Agriculture Minister said the country would not import biotech maize until the government was able to make a policy decision on the issue, which may be as late as mid-August. “Zimbabwe, citing health concerns and the impact on its cattle exports to Europe, has a long-standing ban on biotech imports,” IRIN said. The World Food Programme (WFP) has launched an urgent appeal to donors to provide food assistance to some 13 million people in Southern Africa threatened with starvation until next year’s harvest. The United States is one of WFP’s largest food donors. The biotech maize on offer, which has been accepted by other Southern African countries facing food shortages, is for consumption rather than planting. But it is not known what proportion of biotech maize in the aid consignments could be propagated. IRIN report at http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=28609&SelectRegion=Southern_Africa 
Oregon Citizen Ballot Initiative Calls for Labeling of Biotech Foods 
On July 5, the Oregon Concerned Citizens for Safe Foods turned in 101,255 signatures to the secretary of state’s office in Salem to qualify a mandatory biotech food labeling initiative for the November 2002 ballot. Only 67,000 valid signatures were required. The State of Oregon has until August 4 to certify that the ballot initiative has a sufficient number of valid signatures.
Organic and Biotech Seed Can Coexist
Grain merchandisers and representatives from the organic farming and seed trade communities discussed the co-existence of their sectors in the July 2 AgBiotech Buzz “Roundtable,” produced by the Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology. ASTA Vice President of International Marketing Mark Condon was one of the panelists. “The seed industry is currently studying the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) National Organic Program (NOP) rules and standards in reference to organic planting seed,” he said. “ASTA members want to supply organic seed to the organic industry to the extent it is technically and economically possible.” Story at http://pewagbiotech.org/buzz/display.php3?StoryID=63
Bt Corn Reduces Naturally-Occurring Mycotoxin Levels  
The protection against European corn borer offered by Bt corn hybrids translates into a consistently reduced risk for Fusarium ear rot and fumonisins in grain, and a somewhat reduced risk for stalk rots, according to Dr. Gary Munkvold, plant pathologist at Iowa State University. In a two-year study, Munkvold examined the role of biotech hybrids in the management of European corn borers, corn earworms, Fusarium and Aspergillus ear rots and stalk rots. The Food and Drug Administration has concluded that fumonisins may present human health risks. Munkvold’s study available upon e-mail request at leocenter@iastate.edu.
Bt Corn Suitable for Ethanol Production 
The July 2002 issue of Agricultural Research noted that Bt corn is equally as effective as non-biotech corn for producing ethanol. The USDA’s Agricultural Research Service reported in the magazine that ethanol yields from Bt corn matched those of non-Bt hybrids and that during dry milling, there was no detectable trace of biotech events in either the mash or resulting ethanol. In wet-milled corn, they detected Bt in whole kernels, gluten, germ oil and fiber at concentrations of 170 to 453 parts per billion. But nothing turned up in the starch or steep liquor fraction used to produce the ethanol, researchers said. Story at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/jul02/track0702.htm 
Related July 5 ARS news release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020705.htm
China Biotech Research Papers Online
The July 5 issue of AgBiotechNet reported that the China Agricultural University, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences and CAB International are cooperating to make Chinese biotechnology research available online. China is one of the countries where agricultural biotechnology is booming. Sample papers from China’s Journal of Agricultural Biotechnology (a quarterly, peer reviewed journal) are now online at http://www.agbiotechnet.com/Questionnaire/chinese.asp. 

WhyBiotech.com Gets New Look
The Council for Biotechnology Information (CBI) refreshed and refocused its web site with four broad audience categories (consumers, farmers, journalists and teachers/students) to deliver information that is relevant to these readers. The site includes a series of key topic briefs that explore issues such as food labeling and environmental impact of biotechnology. Most CBI-generated articles contain links to underlying research and footnotes. CBI site at www.whybiotech.com
FARM POLICY AND NEWS
Bush May Only Get APHIS Inspectors for Homeland Security
The U.S. House Agriculture Committee will debate a plan to make USDA port inspectors part of the new Homeland Security Department, but to keep other federal plant and animal health programs at the USDA, according to a July 9 Reuters article. President Bush has proposed transferring the entire USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to the new cabinet-level department. However, farm groups and farm-state lawmakers contend that a wholesale transfer of APHIS may lead to  neglect in certain areas in an agency whose primary job is border security. Story available upon e-news request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Ag Advocates Want Some APHIS Functions to Stay Put
The July 8 Associated Press reported that Congress is moving forward with President Bush’s blueprint for a new Homeland Security Department. However, agriculture lobbying groups and many farm-state lawmakers oppose moving the entire Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of the USDA into the new department. Support is building to keep many of its duties, such as eradication of the cotton boll weevil, within the USDA. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020708/ap_on_go_co/homeland_security_3
USDA Issues Fact Sheet on Organic Food Standards and Labels 
The USDA’s national standards for organic food labeling take effect on Oct. 21, 2002. Fact box on standards at http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/consumerbrochure.htm

Bush Endorses Energy Bill Renewable Fuels Agreement 
The July 1 Ethanol Report said that the Bush Administration endorsed the fuels agreement contained in the Senate energy bill in a letter to members of the House-Senate conference committee. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham wrote: “The Administration supports the renewable fuels standard compromise contained in the Senate bill and urges conferees to adopt it. This provision will increase the use of clean, domestically produced renewable fuels, like ethanol, which will improve the nation’s energy security, farm economy, and environment.” The fuels agreement in the Senate bill would ban MTBE, a gasoline component that pollutes water, provide increased refinery flexibility while enhancing clean air standards, and create a national renewable fuels standard. Report at http://www.ethanolrfa.org/ereports/er070102.html 

Shell Switches to Ethanol in California
Shell Oil Products announced it will discontinue the use of MTBE in its gasoline supplied to California consumers by the end of 2002, reported the July 1 Ethanol Report, replacing MTBE with ethanol. Shell, the state’s second largest gasoline marketer, joins California’s largest gasoline marketer, BP, in committing to be MTBE-free by the end of this year. BP, Shell and Phillips together account for about 55 percent of total gasoline sales in the state. Phillips Petroleum already blends more than 80 percent of its gasoline in California with ethanol. Shell’s switch will create a market for an estimated 150 to 200 million gallons of ethanol. Report at http://www.ethanolrfa.org/ereports/er070102.html 
Missouri 17th State to Ban MTBE, Switch to Grain-Based Ethanol 
The July 1 Ethanol Report reported that Missouri Governor signed into law on June 24 House Bill 1348, which bans the use of MTBE as of July 2005. Other states banning MTBE include  Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, Ohio, South Dakota, and Washington. Missouri’s bill also ends the mandatory labeling requirement for ethanol-blended gasoline. Now, gasoline stations will be free to post voluntary, positive ethanol labels. Report at http://www.ethanolrfa.org/ereports/er070102.html 
INDUSTRY NEWS
Global Biotech Industry Remains Strong, Says Ernst & Young
Ernst & Young said in a June 10 news release that it issued a report on the global biotechnology industry. The report, “Beyond Borders,” notes that biotech companies are ready to weather economic cycles and are “well positioned for future success.” The study features benchmark global data, analysis and industry expert commentary for the United States, Europe, Canada and Asia Pacific. The report further says that there are 622 public companies and 3,662 private biotech companies. The public companies generated revenues of $35 billion, spent $16 billion in R&D and employed more than 188,000 people in 2001. It is also estimated that by 2005, the European biotech market could reach more than $100 billion. Release at http://www.ey.com/global/Content.nsf/US/Media_-_Release_-_06-10-02DC 

Singapore Top Biotech Investor in Asia
The Asia Private Equity Review reported in July 2002 that Singapore is Asia’s leading investor in the biotech sector, primarily due to government funding. The report, which focuses on biotech investments in Asia since 2000, says that among the five Asian countries that have moved into the sector―Japan, India, Korea, Singapore and Taiwan―“Singapore is by far the most aggressive in providing a ready pool of capital for immediate deployment in biotechnology companies.” Singapore’s government has already channeled more than US$700 million into biotech funding, including US$568 million in the Biomedical Sciences Investment Fund and US$120 million in other initiatives, such as the Bio Innovation Fund, Pharm Bio Growth Fund and Life Sciences Investments. Apart from these investments, Singapore’s National Science and Technology Board has allocated millions for R&D in the biotech sector to attract investment in local and foreign biotech start-ups. Story at http://business-times.asia1.com.sg/news/story/0,2276,49961,00,html 
K-State Study Compares Costs of Certified and Farmer-Saved Seed

In a July 8 news release, the Kansas Crop Improvement Association discussed a recent Kansas State University study on the costs of certified versus farmer-saved seed. “Certified seed has a higher up-front cost than farmer-saved seed,” K-State agricultural economists said. “The extra cost of certified seed must be weighed against its potential yield and quality benefits.” Study and Excel spreadsheet for comparing certified and farmer-saved seed at www.agecon.ksu.edu/kdhuyvetter (click on “Decision Making Tools”).

Delta and Pine Land Shows “Crop-umentary” of New Stacked-Gene Cotton
Delta and Pine Land Company announced in a July 1 news release that it has a real time “crop-umentary” of its new DP 555 BG/RR cotton variety, which offers higher yield potential and fiber quality with Bollgard® and Roundup Ready® technologies in a stacked configuration. To highlight the performance of this picker cotton variety, the company is taking photos every two weeks of a farmer’s field planted with it, so visitors can “watch it grow.” Release at http://www.deltaandpine.com/products/picker/Stacked/555/Crop-umentary%20Press.pdf

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Antibody-Producing Corn Patented by Epicyte
Epicyte Pharmaceutical said that it has exclusive rights to a new patent on a technique for producing therapeutic antibodies from corn and other farm crops, reported the July 10 Los Angeles Times. Epicyte of San Diego claimed that the patent gives it a leadership position in an emerging industry, potentially worth millions. The patent was granted to Scripps Research Institute, where the technology was developed by Epicyte’s founders in 1989. Epicyte said the patent applies to all plants and all antibodies, whether human or animal. Antibodies are proteins naturally made by white blood cells that defend the body against disease. They can target specific invaders without disturbing other cells. Drug makers produce antibodies for cancer and other diseases using conventional techniques that do not utilize plants. Story at http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-patent10jul10.story?null  
Hong Kong Companies Involved in Biotech Intellectual Property Dispute 
The July 9 Associated Press reported that CK Life Sciences International (Holdings) Inc., a spin-off of Kong Holdings Ltd., said it was suing a company that accused it of stealing its products. In a statement, CK Life said its lawsuit filed with the Court of First Instance of the High Court seeks an injunction against further accusations, damages and costs from GP Holdings (International) Ltd. The Hong Kong-based agricultural biotech venture GP Holdings has accused CK Life of violating its intellectual property rights by developing products similar to its own. The spat stems from research and development by CK Life’s chief scientist, who ran a research institute in mainland China before he joined the company in late 1999. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020709/ap_wo_en_po/hong_kong_biotech_lawsuit_1

WIPO Moves Toward Global Patent System
“For quite some time, people have wondered about the possibility of having one patent system for the whole world,” said the July 2002 issue of GRAIN magazine. “A unified world patent system has always seemed a very far off idea, an Orwellian mixture of dream (e.g., for global corporations, which get a “one-stop shop” to deal with) and nightmare (e.g., for local patent lawyers, who lose their jobs). In reality, the frame of such a system is starting to emerge … the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), a United Nations body mandated to promote intellectual property rights, started putting the pieces into place. Its goal is to de-territorialize court decisions among its signatories, so that judgments reached in one country will automatically be valid in the others. WIPO also hopes to unify criteria for the handling of patent applications, according to the June 11 Nikkei Report. “The United Nations body seeks to formulate as many common requirements as possible in a bid to make it easier for businesses to extend operations across Japan, the U.S. and European countries, where there are currently widely varying criteria for patent rights,” the paper said. “The WIPO, which wants to see the pact adopted by member states in 2005, hopes to adopt a unified ‘grace period,’ during which a new technology or invention would not lose its right to a patent even after publication. In its draft proposal, the WIPO calls for the grace period to be extended to 12 months in principle and up to a maximum of 24 months. The new regulations mean businesses would be able to advertise or trade new technologies even before filing patent applications. The WIPO will also try to unify rules on the patentable scope of an application.” Related May 14 WIPO update on global harmonization of patent laws at http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/index.html  Related June 4 WIPO update on global harmonization of trademark laws at http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/index.html 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
USTR Seeks Comments on China’s Compliance With WTO Commitments 
The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative requested in the July 9 Federal Register comments on China’s compliance with its World Trade Organization (WTO) commitments by Sept. 10, 2002. China formally became a member of the WTO on December 11, 2001. USTR invites written comments and/or oral testimony on China’s compliance with commitments made in connection with its accession to the WTO, including, but not limited to trading rights, import regulation (e.g., tariffs, tariff-rate quotas, quotas, import licenses), export regulation, internal policies affecting trade (e.g., subsidies, standards and technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, trade-related investment measures, taxes and charges levied on imports and exports), intellectual property rights and enforcement, services, rule of law issues (e.g., transparency, judicial review, uniform administration of laws and regulations) and status of legal reform. Comments due to USTR by Sept. 10. Public hearing on Sept. 19 in Washington, DC; those wishing to testify must notify the USTR by Sept. 5. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-17186-filed  Terms of China’s accession to WTO at http://www.mac.doc.gov/China/WTOAccessionPackage.htm
 
ITC Seeks Comments on U.S.-Chile and -Singapore Free Trade Agreements 
The International Trade Commission announced in the July 9 Federal Register that it welcomes interested parties to submit comments by July 19 on its investigation of the probable economic effects on the U.S. economy of eliminating tariffs on certain agricultural products from Chile and Singapore. The Commission plans to submit its reports by Sept. 19, 2002, portions of which will be classified as confidential. A list of the products covered in the Commission’s investigations is at http://dockets.usitc.gov/eol/public/   Federal Register notices at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-17060-filed and http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-17058-filed 
Australia and New Zealand Establish New Food Standards Authority
A new Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) replaced the Australian New Zealand Food Authority (ANZFA) as of July 1, according to the Federal Minister for Health and Aging. FSANZ will deal with food biotechnology issues and develop food standards, including production and processing, for adoption in Australia and New Zealand. This means that for the first time Australia will have a single standard-setting body for the whole food chain. Announcement at http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/mediareleasespublications/mediareleases/mediareleases2002/jointcommuniquetrans1578.cfm
Trade Top of Agenda for U.S.-Brazil Meeting
A senior official with the U.S. State Department went to Brazil on July 8 to discuss differences in U.S. and Brazilian trade policy and other matters. Brazilian officials are upset with the steel tariffs set by President Bush in March and with the increased subsidies in the new U.S. farm bill. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020708/ap_wo_en_po/brazil_reich_1

U.S. Exports of Horticultural Products Rising
U.S. exports of horticultural products to all countries in April 2002 totaled $913 million, an increase of 1.4 percent from April 2001. The categories with significant increases were fruit and vegetable juices (up 22 percent to $80 million), tree nuts (up 11 percent to $77 million), essential oils (up 11 percent to $65 million), and wine and beer (up 3.2 percent to $66 million). The categories with the most significant decreases were fresh fruit (down 4.5 percent to $149 million) and fresh vegetables (down 4.5 percent to $113 million). Compared to April 2001, April 2002 exports to Canada were up almost 5 percent to $304 million, exports to the EU rose 8 percent to $181 million, sales to Mexico climbed 19 percent to $78 million and sales to Korea rose 21 percent to almost $40 million. Exports to Japan fell 1 percent to $141 million, while exports dropped dramatically to Hong Kong (down 17 percent to $22 million), Taiwan (down 44 percent to $14 million), and China (down 38 percent to $10 million). Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/htp/circular/2002/02-07/toc.htm

OTHER

Import Share of U.S.-Consumed Food Continues to Rise 
The USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) issued a July 2002 report on the import share of U.S. food consumption. It held steady at 8.8 percent from 1998 to 2000. Import share in 2000 is an average of the 12.3 percent share of U.S. consumption of food crops and crop products and the 4.2 percent share of animal and fish products. In 1992, overall imports were only 7 percent of U.S.-consumed food, but increased as both the U.S. economy and dollar strengthened, ERS says. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/fau/july02/fau6601/

USDA-ERS Issues Report on U.S. Food Security
On July 8, the ERS issued a report on U.S. food security. “For the year ending in September 2000, nearly 90 percent of American households were food secure throughout the entire year,” the ERS says. “The rest were food insecure at least some time during the year, meaning that they did not always have access to enough food for active, healthy lives for all household members. In 3.1 percent of all households, one or more household members were hungry at least some time during the year. The remaining 7.4 percent of households obtained enough food to avoid hunger using a variety of coping strategies.” Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/foodsecurity/


SEMINARS & EVENTS

AASCO Annual Meeting in North Dakota July 20-25
The Association of American Seed Control Officials will hold its annual meeting July 20-25 in Bismark, N.D., at the Radisson Hotel. For registration information, contact James Swanson at the North Dakota State Seed Department at 701-231-5405 or by e-mail at jswanson@state-seed.ndsu.nodak.edu. For hotel reservations, call 701-258-7700.

World Grain Workshop in Kansas City July 25

On July 25, the ProExporter Network will host a one-day World Grain Workshop at the Kansas City Airport Hilton on corn and soybean acreage patterns, the new farm bill, impact of energy legislation on agriculture, trade with China, grain markets and transportation. More information at http://www.proexporter.com/july.pdf  

Purdue to Offer Fall Agribusiness Marketing Seminars 

Purdue University will offer seminars on Sept. 10-13, 2002 and Sept. 2-5, 2003 on the role of the field salesperson and sales manager in tailoring company marketing plans to the needs of local and regional markets. Purdue will also offer seminars on integrated marketing strategy on Oct. 14-18, 2002, and Oct. 27-31, 2003. The curriculum will include a practical, hands-on look at market segmentation, product and pricing strategies, distribution, people, and marketing communication decisions in order to create new marketing approaches in the agricultural marketplace. For more information, contact Scott Downey by e-mail at downeyws@purdue.edu or by phone at (765) 494-4325. 


Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of more than 800 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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