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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  

European Parliament Votes for Strict Mandatory Labeling of Biotech Foods
”In a vote reflecting deep divisions over biotechnology, the Environment Committee of the European Parliament voted narrowly in favor of more extensive labeling of foods and animal feeds containing biotech events,” reported the June 4 Wall Street Journal. The Committee voted for the European Union (EU) to lower the threshold for mandatory biotech labeling, setting it at 0.5% per ingredient instead of 1% per ingredient, and to forbid the sale of any products containing traces of biotech events not authorized in the EU, even if they are widely authorized and grown outside elsewhere. The Committee also voted for mandatory labeling of highly refined goods, such as sugar and soybean oil produced from biotech ingredients, even if no biotech remnants are detectable. The United States, along with many EU food producers, worries that such stricter labeling requirements will result in a de facto ban on all products with a biotech label, the WSJ said. Story with paid WSJ subscription at http://online.wsj.com/article_print/0,,SB102320151499981080,00.html or available upon e-news request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.  Related June 5 Reuters story at http://www.planetark.org/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=16269  EP Environment Committee at http://www.europarl.eu.int/committees/envi_home.htm
Pew Examines Impact of EU Regulations on U.S. Biotech Crops 
The Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology announced in a June 4 news release the availability of an issue paper, entitled “U.S. vs. EU: An Examination of the Trade Issues Surrounding Genetically Modified Food.” It summarizes the regulations under consideration by the European Commission, what effects they could have on agricultural trade between the United States and EU, and looks at the background issues dividing the two on this topic. “Contradictory approaches to the regulation of genetically modified (GM) foods could ignite a major trade war with the European Union and cost U.S. farmers and food manufacturers billions of dollars in lost exports,” the release said. “American exports of corn, cotton and soybeans … could be severely impacted by a European proposal … to require strict labeling and traceability of all food and animal feed containing more than 0.5 percent GM ingredients.”  Release at http://pewagbiotech.org/newsroom/releases/060402.php3  Issue paper at http://www.pewagbiotech.org/resources/issuebriefs/europe.pdf
Mexico Restricts Production, Marketing and Research on Biotech Crops
A new law passed by the Mexican government will limit the production, marketing and research of biotech crops with stiff penalties for violators, according to the May 31 issue of Science. “Imprison your leading scientists for doing ... research? That could be the effect of a sweeping new law that effectively bans most biotechnology in Mexico,” said the magazine. “So broad are its restrictions, in fact, that they could block researchers from working with any transgenic organisms, even in the lab. Although Parliament passed the law in February, many of the nation’s molecular biologists are just now learning of it, and they are up in arms. The law, perhaps the world’s most sweeping biotech regulation, is part of a larger initiative to reform biosafety rules in Mexico … the little-noted Article 420 of the new law imposes up to a 9-year prison sentence on anyone who, ‘in violation of the established applicable norms, imports, exports, traffics, transports, stores or releases into the environment any genetically modified organism that changes or can change negatively the components, structure, or function of natural ecosystems.’” Mexico’s environment ministry is developing the “norms,” which will be published as a draft in the Diario Oficial for a 60-day comment period. The law also seeks to block the introduction of exotic species. Story “Mexican Biotechnology: New Law Could Turn Scientists into Outlaws” at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/reprint/296/5573/1591.pdf 

Pakistan to Promote Biotech Crop Research
In a May 21 news release, Pakistan’s Ministry of Science and Technology said it approved a project for the promotion of biotech research and preparation of a biotech action plan, noted the June 7 CropBiotechUpdate. The project will be implemented by the Pakistan Council for Science & Technology in a period of 36 months with a $634,000 budget. Recognizing the need to devise strategies for food security and sustainable economic development, the Council declared biotechnology among its top priority areas. Release at http://www.most.gov.pk/frames/press_releases/PressReleases/Rs.%2038%20million%20allocated%20for%20bio-tech%20research%2021%20May%202002.htm  
Canada on Brink of Regulating Biotech Food 

On May 31, the Canadian government issued a progress report on implementing an action plan addressing the Royal Society of Canada Expert Panel’s report, “Elements of Precaution: Recommendations for the Regulation of Food Biotechnology in Canada.” Other progress reports will be published in December 2002 and June 2003. Future updates will consider relevant aspects of the report of the Canadian Biotechnology Advisory Committee on the regulation of biotech foods in Canada. Progress report at http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/english/pdf/royalsociety/progress_report_may.pdf  Comments on this report may be forwarded to Health Canada by e-mail at BFPI@hc-sc.gc.ca. 

Zimbabwe Rejects U.S. Maize Donation Due to Potential Biotech Content
The May 31 Associated Press reported that the government of Zimbabwe rejected a U.S. offer of 10,000 metric tons of maize worth $300 million after refusing to waive its requirement for imported grain to be certified as free of biotech events. The government’s rejection of the maize comes at a time when hundreds of thousands of Zimbabweans are threatened with starvation following the drying up of the country’s granaries. The maize was accepted by neighboring Zambia, Mozambique and Malawi, the U.S. Embassy said. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020531/ap_wo_en_po/zimbabwe_food_1

Nigeria Adopts Biosafety Guidelines With Eye to Import Biotech Crops
The June 7 CropBiotechUpdate noted that the Nigerian government is ready to adopt a set of biosafety guidelines pending passage into law by its National Assembly. The approved guidelines were derived from the initial draft ones, which were modified to conform with the International Biosafety Protocol that Nigeria signed in 2001. Egypt, Kenya and South Africa are the only other African countries with such guidelines. With these guidelines in place, Nigeria will establish a national biosafety committee to grant permission for the testing and handling of biotech crops there. According to an African official, the application of biotechnology to improve agriculture and food security in the continent is necessary. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
New Zealand Appoints Task Force to Explore Biotech Opportunities
A June 4 USDA-FAS report noted that the New Zealand government appointed a Biotech Task Force to look at practical ways of stimulating the growth and international competitiveness of its biotech sector. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=145683623
U.S. Officials Discuss Biotech Crop Rules in China
U.S. agriculture and trade specialists met with Chinese counterparts to further discuss Beijing’s new biotech import regulations, according to a May 29 Reuters article. The future of foreign shipments of soybeans to China have been clouded by these rules. USDA said 55,000 tons of soybeans were recently shipped to China. This marked the first delivery since the new biotech rules were issued on March 20. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Philippine Seed Imports to Increase in 2002-03 Due to PVP, Biotech Policy
A June 5 USDA-FAS report noted that planting seed imports in The Philippines will surge in 2002-03 due to the recent approval of biotech commercialization guidelines and pending passage of a plant variety protection law. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=145683659
Australian Government Funds Plant Genomics Research
The May 31 CropBiotechUpdate said that the Australian government is establishing the Centre for Plant Functional Genomics at the University of Adelaide to pursue the mapping of genes that control environmental stresses in wheat, barley and other grain crops. More information at http://www.arc.gov.au or http://www.dest.gov.au/ministers/nelson/may02/jmr_0100502.htm

Pontifical Academy of Science Notes Potential of Biotech Crops
The Pontifical Academy of Science stated that “genetically modified food plants can play an important role in improving nutrition and agricultural products, especially in the developing world” in a “Study-Document on the Use of Genetically Modified Food Plants to Combat Hunger in the World,” according to the May 31 CropBiotechUpdate. The Academy also set forth “conditions for the beneficial use of this new technology,” asking the scientific community to monitor the way biotech research is applied and ensuring benefits to people. It also calls for scientists to test new strains of plants to determine their safety for the people and environment; public release of the methods and results for testing new biotech plants; government oversight of the tests and their results to ensure their validity; more funding for public research in agriculture; restrictions on intellectual property rights; and provide the developing world access to improved crop plants and research funding. The Study-Document is part of proceedings on “Science and the Future of Mankind,” which are at http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_academies/acdscien/documents/sv%2099(1of5).pdf  

Environmental Impact of Biotech Crops Discussed in Nature Biotechnology
“We can find no compelling scientific arguments to demonstrate that GM crops are innately different from non-GM crops,” say scientists of the John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK, in a paper published in the June 2002 issue of Nature Biotechnology. The researchers say one of the biggest challenges is managing the introduction and widespread commercialization of biotech crops in a way that favors the environment. “It will be necessary to provide incentives that will require GM crops to be combined with agronomic practices that nurture crop diversity, sound crop rotation, soil fertility, and wildlife biodiversity, and that minimize the impact of agriculture on the environment,” they said. Paper at http://biotech.nature.com  

Pew Paper Examines Lessons Learned from Bt Corn-Monarch Issue
The Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology released on May 30 an issue paper on “Lessons Learned from the Monarch Butterfly Controversy.” It examines the process used to take science away from politics, which the Initiative suggests may serve as a model to resolve the Mexican biotech corn controversy. The paper presents a retrospective chronology of events and discusses the role of the media in reporting scientific findings and adequacy of the Environmental Protection Agency’s initial environmental assessment of Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) corn. The monarch case culminated in studies published last year in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, which found that the risks to monarch larvae from Bt corn pollen are small due to lack of significant exposure to the pollen in real-world conditions. Release and paper at http://pewagbiotech.org/newsroom/releases/053002.php3 
Comparing Genome Sequences Shows Conservation of DNA Across Animal Classes
Researchers comparing newly sequenced genomes have found that DNA is highly conserved among animal classes, such as humans and mice, reported the May 31 issue of Science. Research is also showing that the rate at which different DNA sequences change through time varies significantly. “Some non-coding DNA regions change a lot; many others remain nearly constant,” Science said. Story at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/reprint/296/5573/1601.pdf

Public Debate on Biotech Foods Subject of May AgBioForum
The AgBioForum, a quarterly electronic journal devoted to the economics and management of agricultural biotechnology, featured a special May 2002 issue on “Communicating About Agrobiotechnology.” It included articles on the public discussion on biotech food, impact of biotech food news coverage; and consumers’ willingness to pay a premium for non-biotech foods in the United States and United Kingdom. Articles at http://www.agbioforum.org/
Australian Researcher Clarifies How Instant Wheat Was Developed

The U.S. Wheat Associates investigated the method used to create Australian “instant wheat,” reported in the last Seed E-News with Dr. W.G. Rathmell, managing director of Australia’s Co-operative Research Centre for Value-Added Wheat. “The science we are using is the use of molecular markers to accelerate the wheat breeding and backcrossing program,” he said. “This doesn’t involve any of the techniques as defined in your email, but it allows inter alia breeders to successfully introgress desired qualities from wider crosses than would be possible in a normal breeding program. Thus some of the three waxy genes came from very exotic germplasm that bears no resemblance agronomically to modern wheat. We used molecular markers to select progeny containing desired combinations of these genes whilst using other markers to select plants hetero- or homozygous for good agronomic background.” 
Second Module of National Biosafety Toolkit Available
The June 7 CropBiotechUpdate noted the availability of the second module of a toolkit to assist countries in developing their national biosafety frameworks. The toolkit, created by the United Nations Environment Programme and Global Environment Facility (UNEP-GEF), is designed to be flexible to meet the diverse needs of different countries. It is divided into four modules, each addressing a phase in the national project document. The UNEP-GEF Project on the Development of National Biosafety Frameworks began in June 2001. It is a three-year project designed to assist up to 100 countries develop their biosafety frameworks so they can comply with the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Module 2 at http://www.unep.ch/biosafety/ToolkitBSF1.pdf
WHO Seeks Input from Industry on Biotech Foods 
The World Health Organization’s Food Safety Program invites all interested stakeholders to comment on the implications of biotech foods on human health and development for a study it is completing by June 30, 2002. Respondents should fill out a questionnaire at http://www.who.int/fsf/GMfood/mega_study_index.htm   

FARM POLICY AND NEWS
Organic Farming Results in Lower Yields, but Reduced Inputs
The May 31 issue of Science published a report on a 21-year study of agronomic and ecological performance of biodynamic, organic, and conventional farming systems in Central Europe. Researchers found crop yields to be 20% lower in the organic systems, although input of fertilizer and energy was reduced by 34 to 53% and pesticide input by 97%. “Enhanced soil fertility and higher biodiversity found in organic plots may render these systems less dependent on external inputs,” the report abstract said. Researchers at the Switzerland Research Institute of Organic Agriculture and Swiss Federal Research Station for Agroecology and Agriculture authored the report. Abstract at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/short/296/5573/1694  Related May 30 Science Now story with free subscription at http://sciencenow.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/2002/530/1
Related May 30 Associated Press story at http://24hour.newsobserver.com/24hour/business/story/419318p-3342026c.html
Flowering Time of Plants and Climatic Change Related 
“Rapid Changes in Flowering Time in British Plants” was published in the May 31 issue of Science by researchers at the UK’s University of York. According to the abstract, “the average first flowering date of 385 British plant species has advanced by 4.5 days during the past decade compared with the previous four decades: 16% of species flowered significantly earlier in the 1990s than previously, with an average advancement of 15 days in a decade. Ten species (3%) flowered significantly later in the 1990s than previously. These data reveal the strongest biological signal yet of climatic change. Flowering is especially sensitive to the temperature in the previous month, and spring-flowering species are most responsive. However, large interspecific differences in this response will affect both the structure of plant communities and gene flow between species as climate warms. Annuals are more likely to flower early than congeneric perennials, and insect-pollinated species more than wind-pollinated ones.” Abstract at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/296/5573/1689 

USDA Releases Transcript of Press Conference with Farm Bill Experts
A transcript is available of a June 3 press conference on the conservation provisions of the 2002 Farm Bill with USDA officials, including Mark Rey, Under Secretary of Agriculture for Natural Resources and the Environment; J.B. Penn, Under Secretary of Agriculture for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services; Bruce Knight, Chief Natural Resources Conservation Service; and Jim Little, Administrator of the Farm Service Agency. Transcript at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/news/default.htm.
International Seed Federation Updates World Seed Statistics

The International Seed Federation (formerly the International Seed Trade Federation) has updated its world seed statistics online at http://www.worldseed.org/statistics.html
Seeds in Space: Soybeans to “Endeavor” Growing in Zero Gravity

The much-delayed launch of the space shuttle “Endeavor” (delayed a third time on June 3) is also delaying a DuPont (Pioneer)-University of Wisconsin joint venture to grow soybeans in space, noted the June 3 issue of SeedWeek. “The research will try to determine whether plants grow differently in space and examine the effects of zero gravity on plant growth and development,” the story said. “Harvested seeds will be studied for oil, protein, carbohydrates and secondary metabolites.”

Missouri Ethanol Lobbying Efforts to Pay Off for Farmers
The May 29 National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition newsletter said that the Missouri General Assembly passed several bills on May 17 important to ethanol and agriculture, including House Bill 1348 and Senate Bills 984 and 915. HB 1348 includes provisions to improve the state ethanol program and requires ethanol plants to be at least 51 percent farmer-owned to qualify for program payments. SB 984 allows ethanol plants to continue to receive program payments beyond the five years allowed in current law, if they’ve failed to receive payments during the period due to state budget constraints. SB 915 provides stable funding for the Missouri ethanol program at $3 million per year. The Missouri Corn Growers Association said that passage of the three bills is a huge win for corn growers in a May 17 news release located at http://www.mocorn.org/news/2002/NewsRelease05-17-02.htm

California Seeks Ways to Make Ethanol Power Cars
“A gasoline cocktail using raisin-made ethanol could one day power California cars,” said the May 5 Fresno Bee as reported by the May 29 National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition newsletter. “The idea may sound far-fetched, but not when you consider that California’s need for ethanol, a high-octane alcohol, is expected to skyrocket in less than two years … At least a dozen new plants, most in the Midwest, are planned with an eye on quenching California’s ethanol thirst … Midwest corn growers stand ready to ship westward thousands of rail cars and barges full of its high-grade ethanol. But struggling California farmers also see the incredible potential of mashing and fermenting their own ethanol out of surplus crops such as raisins and new crops such as sugar cane.” Story at http://www.e85fuel.com/news/052902fyi.htm
Organic/Natural Food Eight Times More Likely to be Recalled than Conventional Food According to a June 5 news release by researchers at the Hudson Institute’s Center for Global Food Issues, “organic and ‘all natural’ products are eight times more likely to be recalled for safety-related problems than conventional products, according to U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Health Canada records.” A nine-month review of monthly food and supplement product recalls reported by the FDA and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency showed products marketed as organic or “all natural” have higher recall and warning rates than conventional foods for failing to label products with potentially allergenic ingredients, mislabeled products, bacterial contamination or other serious safety-related concerns. Release at http://www.usnewswire.com/topnews/first/0605-160.html  


UN and WTO Issue Report on U.S. Market for Organic Food
The United Nations and World Trade Organization issued a report on the U.S. market for organic products, which describes distribution channels, market access, etc. Report at http://www.intracen.org/mds/sectors/organic/foodbev.pdf


INDUSTRY NEWS

FTC Approves Bayer Acquisition of Aventis CropScience
Subject to certain divestments, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) approved Bayer AG's acquisition of Aventis CropScience, according to the May 31 issue of Landscape Management. The new company will be called Bayer CropScience, headquartered in Kansas City, Mo. Story at http://www.landscapemanagement.net/landscape/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=21117

PlantFind.com and Nurseryman.com Form Online Partnership 
In a June 3 news release, PlantFind.com™, an e-commerce company for the nursery and landscape industry, announced it formed a strategic partnership with Nurseryman.com, a provider of wholesale information to the nursery and landscape industry. Release available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
World Seed Congress Tackles Important Issues

The June 3 issue of SeedWeek reported that about 1300 seed folks from around the world were in Chicago May 26-30 for the 2002 World Seed Congress of the International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL). At the conclusion of the meeting, FIS and ASSINSEL merged to form the International Seed Federation, which represents the interests of both seed traders and plant breeders. During the Congress, a position paper on plant breeding for organic farming and a code of conduct for essentially derived varieties of perennial ryegrass were approved, according to SeedWeek. A detailed report on the World Seed Congress will be forthcoming in the July/August issue of Seed World magazine.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION
European Union to Sign International Treaty on Agricultural Biodiversity
A May 28 European Commission news release stated that the EU will sign the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, which aims to protect crop species to safeguard global food security. The Treaty, a United Nations initiative, provides for free access to plant genetic resources for research and breeding. “Recipients marketing products arising from that access will have to pay back to the system an equitable share of the monetary and other benefits,” the release said. “Research and breeding for the improvement and diversification of food production requires access to a wide range of agricultural biodiversity, particularly as fruit and vegetables are concerned. In this respect, the Treaty guarantees access to a wide range of natural resources.” Release at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/765|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=  Treaty at http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/reg/en_register_151040.html
Related June 6 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020606/ap_wo_en_po/un_eu_crop_diversity_1

India Considers Joining Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
The May 31 Press Trust of India reported that the Indian Cabinet approved the government’s decision to seek accession to the Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) under the terms of UPOV’s 1978 Act. This means that India will need to submit its recently adopted law, Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmer’s Rights Act 2001, to the UPOV Council. Most observers, as well as Indian government officials, expect UPOV to recommend changes to the law if India wants to join the Union. The same Cabinet meeting also approved the Indian government’s decision to ratify the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. Story at http://www.hindustantimes.com/nonfram/310502/dlnat25.asp
Philippines President Signs Plant Variety Protection Act of 2002
The June 7 issue of CropBiotechUpdate said that the Philippines President signed on June 7 the Philippine Plant Variety Protection Act of 2002 (RA 9168). The Act provides a transparent system to grant ownership or rights over new plant varieties to breeders. It essentially conforms to the 1991 UPOV Convention on plant breeders’ rights, but also creates a National Plant Variety Protection Board to promulgate guidelines to implement the new law. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Kenya to Integrate Traditional Knowledge in IP Systems
Kenya’s trade and industry minister says there is a need to incorporate traditional knowledge and indigenous innovations in intellectual property (IP) systems, according to the June 7 issue of CropBiotechUpdate. He noted that the failure to include traditional knowledge in IP systems will result in the exploitation of people who passed along such knowledge. He also noted the importance of agricultural biotechnology to increase food production and improve food quality, but stressed that Kenya must increase awareness about IP rights “to maintain a competitive edge” in biotechnology.
USDA Protects 33 New Varieties of Corn and Soybean Plants 
On June 4, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) issued certificates of protection to developers of 33 new varieties of seed-reproduced and tuber-propagated plants, including corn and soybean, said a June 6 AMS news release. Under U.S. plant variety protection laws, the owners will have the exclusive right to reproduce, sell, import and export their products in the United States for the duration of protection. Release at http://www.ams.usda.gov/news/105-02.htm
Biologist Gets Under the Skin of Plants--And Peers 

“Gary Strobel is a maestro of the increasingly rare art of bioprospecting,” said the May 31 issue of Science. “Scouring the remote wildernesses of the globe, Strobel ferrets out fascinating species of plants and the microbes that live within them. Back at the lab, he screens them for potential drugs, pesticides, or other useful substances. But Strobel’s individualistic ways do not endear him to his peers or, on occasion, the federal authorities.” Full story at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/296/5573/1597

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Rust Fungus Major Threat to Brazilian Soy Crop
A June 6 Reuters story reported that at least four of Brazil’s main farm states have found the devastating Asian rust fungus on soy plants, posing a major threat to the world’s No. 2 soybean crop. “The fungus could have a big impact on economies with large agricultural bases,” said a plant pathologist at the USDA’s Foreign Disease Research Unit. Soy is Brazil’s biggest farm export in terms of revenue, accounting for $5.4 billion in trade income in 2001, Reuters said. “And where rust has surfaced in Asia and Africa, crop outputs have fallen by up to 70 percent in recent years.” The fungus has never been detected in the continental United States. USDA noted that keeping it out is a concern in light of outbreaks elsewhere in the world. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

WTO May Help China Export Farm Goods 
The May 29 Associated Press reported on the pros and cons for China’s farm sector as a result of entering the World Trade Organization. “Foreign competition is expected to put millions of small, inefficient farms out of business, but many farmers are betting the WTO will be an opportunity to sell more produce to rich overseas markets,” the AP said. Story at http://www.accessatlanta.com/ajc/business/ap/ap_story.html/Financial/AP.V5589.AP-Farm-Scene.html
USTR Plays Defense on U.S. Trade Positions, Offense on EU Biotech Policy
In response to perceived U.S. protectionist trade measures, U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick pointed to the EU’s tough stance on biotech imports, which has hurt U.S. corn sales, particularly to Spain and Portugal, said a June 6 Reuters article. “European prohibitions on biotechnology not only block U.S. exports but also impede efforts to counter malnutrition, disease and poverty in Africa, Latin America and Asia,” Zoellick said. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020606/pl_nm/trade_steel_zoellick_dc_1
APEC Ministers Push to Advance Free Trade
The May 31 Associated Press reported that at a recent meeting, members of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum said countries were making “substantial progress” in cracking down on terrorism financing, and praised governments for making air and maritime travel more secure while increasing cooperation on border security. However, the fight against terrorism could derail efforts for free trade. Story at http://www.bayarea.com/mld/mercurynews/business/3372487.htm
INVASIVE SPECIES

USDA Seeks Comments on Plant Pest Control Systems
The USDA-APHIS requested in the June 4 Federal Register public comments by August 5 on a study on the role and application of systems approaches designed to guard against the introduction of plant pests in the United States. The study notes that in every case in which a systems approach has been applied to date, it has “facilitated trade and concurrently thwarted the introduction and establishment of unwanted plant pathogens.” The study recommends that APHIS use the process of systems engineering when developing systems approaches for the importation of plants or plant products. The study also recommends that APHIS strengthen its monitoring and verification of systems approaches. Report at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/systemsapproach/   Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-13921-filed 

OTHER

EU Environmental Groups Seek 50% Reduction in Pesticide Use Within 10 Years

A 50 percent reduction in pesticide use within 10 years in the European Union is sought by the European Environmental Groups, European Environmental Bureau and Pesticides Action Network Europe, according to a May 29 joint news release. The groups released the same day a proposed Directive on Pesticides Use Reduction in Europe. The text, presented jointly by the two organizations, aims to speed up the European Commission’s development of effective legislation on the sustainable use of pesticides. The objective of the proposed Directive is to contribute to a high level of protection of human health and the environment through reduction of dependency on and, wherever possible, elimination of the use of pesticides. In order to comply with this objective, the main goal is to attain a 50% reduction in the frequency of applications of pesticides at national level within 10 years. Release and Directive at http://www.eeb.org/press/pan_europe__pesticides_action_ne_29_05_02.htm 

Congress, GAO Say U.S. Food Aid Programs Could Be Improved
The June 7 WheatLetter by the U.S. Wheat Associates reported that Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) presided over a hearing this week in the Senate Governmental Affairs Oversight Subcommittee to examine the structure, scope and effectiveness of U.S. food aid programs as well as the proposed changes to those plans. In a report released at the hearing, the U.S. General Accounting Office said that current U.S. food aid efforts are not as effective as possible because they are inefficient and poorly managed. “The success of food aid programs in meeting their objectives,” the report says, “is hampered by the competing objectives of the programs and by management weaknesses.” GAO report at http://www.gao.gov
Eat Leafy Greens and Reduce Risk of Colon Cancer 

Eating a diet rich in leafy green vegetables can cut the risk of colon cancer by nearly half. Researchers at Liverpool University found that a daily serving of broccoli, cabbage, lettuce and sprouts, can reduce the cancer risk by 46%. Colon cancer is responsible for around 20,000 deaths a year in the UK. The leafy green vegetables contain fiber rich in the sugar galactose, which scientists believe could help prevent proteins called lectins from binding to the lining of the colon and causing damage. Story at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/newsid_2028000/2028823.stm
Watermelon Contains Useful Form of Lycopene
The USDA-ARS said in a June 4 news release that “watermelon packs a powerful lycopene punch,” according to the June 2002 issue of ARS Magazine. “Besides sharing a pinkish-red color, watermelon and tomato are known sources of the phytochemical lycopene--one of a host of beneficial compounds found in plant foods. ARS scientists working to determine lycopene levels in varieties of watermelon have found many have as much as--or more than--that found in raw tomato. They also found that the lycopene in raw watermelon has significant bioavailability in the human body, unlike raw tomato. That’s good news for people who prefer watermelon to tomatoes. “They can eat their watermelon and absorb their lycopene, too,” said the ARS release. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020604.htm  ARS Magazine story at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/jun02/lyco0602.htm 
Sunscreen to be Made from Vegetable Oil and Plant Phenols 
The USDA-ARS announced in the June 6 Federal Register that it seeks public comments within 30 days on its intent to award an exclusive license for a patent on “Sunscreens from Vegetable Oil and Plant Phenols,” to FFS, Inc., of Mahwah, N.J. Federal Register notice at 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-14196-filed 


SEMINARS & EVENTS

Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. A new addition to the program is Thomas Hunt Shipman, U.S. Department of Agriculture Deputy Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services, who will discuss the new Farm Bill’s impact on the seed industry. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party” golf tournament. More information, registration, and attendee list at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp  Note that early registration fees have been extended until the end of Tues., June 11. A June 2 New York Times article on New England travel is at http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html with free subscription.
Pew Initiative to Webcast Policy Dialogue on Labeling Biotech Foods 
The Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology announced in a June 3 news release that it will host a policy dialogue on “Labeling Genetically Modified Foods: Communicating or Creating Confusion?” on June 27 in downtown Chicago. Dan Charles, science correspondent for National Public Radio and author of Lords of the Harvest: Biotech, Big Money and the Future of Food, will moderate a discussion with consumer activists, a major food company representative and academic researchers. The dialogue will be presented via a live Internet webcast, which may be watched at http://www.ConnectLive.com/events/pewagbiotech  Release at http://pewagbiotech.org/newsroom/releases/060302.php3 
AASCO Annual Meeting in North Dakota July 20-25
The Association of American Seed Control Officials will hold its annual meeting July 20-25 in Bismark, N.D., at the Radisson Hotel. For registration information, contact James Swanson at the North Dakota State Seed Department at 701-231-5405 or by e-mail at jswanson@state-seed.ndsu.nodak.edu. For hotel reservations, call 701-258-7700.

World Grain Workshop in Kansas City July 25

On July 25, the ProExporter Network will host a one-day World Grain Workshop at the Kansas City Airport Hilton on corn and soybean acreage patterns, the new farm bill, impact of energy legislation on agriculture, trade with China, grain markets and transportation. More information at http://www.proexporter.com/july.pdf  

Purdue Offers September Seminar on Market Planning for Field Marketers 

Purdue University will offer seminars on Sept. 10-13, 2002 and Sept. 2-5, 2003 on the role of the field salesperson and sales manager in tailoring company marketing plans to the needs of local and regional markets. For more information, contact Scott Downey by e-mail at downeyws@purdue.edu or by phone at (765) 494-4325. 
Purdue Offers October Strategic Agri-Marketing Seminar 
Purdue will also offer seminars on integrated marketing strategy on Oct. 14-18, 2002, and Oct. 27-31, 2003. The curriculum will include a practical, hands-on look at market segmentation, product and pricing strategies, distribution, people, and marketing communication decisions in order to create new marketing approaches in the agricultural marketplace. For more information, contact Scott Downey by e-mail at downeyws@purdue.edu or by phone at (765) 494-4325. 

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of more than 800 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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