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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY  
 
U.S. Issues Regulation on Field Testing “Pharm” Crops
The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) posted on May 21 a document that summarizes data and permitting requirements for field testing biotech crops, such as corn and rice, that produce products intended for pharmaceuticals. The goal of the document is to provide the public a summary of confinement and other important risk mitigation measures addressed by the permitting process for crops field tested in 2002 (barley, corn, rice, sugarcane, tobacco, and tobacco mosaic virus). The document notes that permit conditions are made on a case-by-case basis. Document at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/biotech/pdf/pharm-2002.pdf Related APHIS information at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/biotech/#news
Study Looks at Gene Flow from Biotech to Non-Biotech Canola Varieties 
Research results announced by Australia’s Cooperative Research Centre for Australian Weed Management in the June 28 issue of Science suggest that large buffer zones between biotech and traditional crops may be unnecessary. The study, “Pollen-Mediated Movement of Herbicide Resistance Between Commercial Canola Fields,” quantifies at a landscape level the gene flow that occurs from herbicide-resistant canola crops to nearby crops not containing herbicide resistance genes. According to a Life Sciences Network report, the work involved the collection of more than 48 million seeds from 63 fields across southern Australia, showing that pollen was carried to other fields in amounts well below internationally recognized levels for unwanted genetic transfer. The amounts were so small that it would be almost impossible to detect the gene flow using current DNA assessment methods. Abstract at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/296/5577/2386 (full report available to subscribers). Life Sciences Network story at http://www.lifesciencesnetwork.com/news-detail.asp?newsID=1555  Related June 27 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020627/ap_wo_en_po/sci_biotech_plants_1
U.S. Food Aid Runs into Biotech Resistance 
On June 14, the Environment News Service reported that the controversy over biotech crops is disrupting U.S. efforts to provide food aid to starving people. “The government of Zimbabwe and citizens groups in Bolivia, Guatemala and Nicaragua are resisting U.S. supplied foods that contain transgenic corn, or maize,” the story said. Despite hunger approaching widespread starvation, at least one recipient country is rejecting biotech grain. A U.S. donation of 10,000 tons of corn intended for Zimbabwe was sent elsewhere in May because it came in the form of whole kernels, which, if used as seed, could have spread biotech maize across the country. About half of Zimbabwe’s 12.5 million people face famine due to political manipulation, drought and floods. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/oneworld/20020615/wl_oneworld/1032_1024109171
Zimbabwe to Accept Imports of U.S. Biotech Corn

According to the June 28 Zimbabwe Independent, a World Food Programme (WFP) public affairs officer in Zimbabwe confirmed the government agreed to allow biotech maize into the country. “The government of Zimbabwe has agreed to take GM maize so long as it is milled immediately upon arrival in the country,” the officer said. “There are no restrictions placed on GM foods under the Codex Alimentarius … WFP neither tests nor labels for GM content since that is not called for by the Codex and there are no internationally-accepted standards for such tests.” Biotech maize was recently rejected by Zimbabwe and shipped to Malawi and Zambia, where there are also severe food shortages. Story at http://www.theindependent.co.zw/news/2002/June/Friday28/494.html
New Zealand Parliament Approves Legislation on Testing Biotech Crops and Animals 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Foreign Agriculture Service said in a June 7 attaché report that the New Zealand Parliament approved two biotech amendment bills to its Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act (1996). The bills prohibit the Environmental Risk Management Authority from considering or approving the release of biotech events into the environment, except for medicines, until Oct. 29, 2003. New controls for biotech field trials were also approved. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=145683690
Watson Defends Agricultural Biotechnology at ASTA Meeting
On June 24, CBS.com reported that Nobel Prize-winning scientist James Watson offered a strong defense of biotech foods and the use of modern biotechnology in agriculture at ASTA’s Annual Convention in Boston. He said fears about biotech foods are unfounded and restrictions on their use and development could threaten the promising biotech industry and deprive consumers of better food products. He also noted that biotechnology can reduce the need to spray pesticides. Story at http://cbs.marketwatch.com/news/story.asp?guid={797D9CC4-D031-492A-9A38-B30D698D15C7}&siteid=mktw&dist=&archive=truereg with free registration.

DNA Pioneer Decries Over-Regulation of Biotech Food
The June 25 Associated Press reported that DNA research pioneer James Watson decried over-regulation of biotech foods and blamed activists for raising irrational fears during a stop in Boston at ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention. Watson, who won the Nobel Prize in 1953 for co-discovering the structure of DNA, said biotech food is simply an expansion of traditional efforts to breed crops with certain traits, the AP noted. Story available upon e-news request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

Potential of Biotech Crops Outlined in Non-Profit Research Report

The National Center for Food and Agricultural Policy (NCFAP) issued a June 2002 report on “Plant Biotechnology: Current and Potential Impact for Improving Pest Management in U.S. Agriculture.” It is an analysis of 40 case studies of 27 biotech crops grown in 47 states. Results found that if all commercial biotech crops were adopted by farmers, there would be an increase of food and fiber production of 14 billion pounds, farmers would earn $2.5 billion more per year (equal to a 5% raise), and pesticide use would decrease by 163 million pounds per year. A peer-reviewed article discussing the report is expected to run in the Journal of Crop Production. Report and related documents at http://www.ncfap.org./40CaseStudies.htm 

Impact of Biotech Corn on Traditional Maize in Mexico to be Studied
The North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) announced on June 20 that it will initiate a study to examine the genetic diversity of traditional maize varieties in Mexico. The CEC has informed the governments of Canada, Mexico, and the United States that it intends to prepare a special report on the potential effects of biotech corn on traditional maize varieties in Mexico. The CEC Secretariat has received numerous requests to initiate this analysis. The CEC was established to build cooperation among the North American Free Trade Agreement partners. CEC announcement at http://www.cec.org/news/details/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=2487 

USDA-ERS Reports on Farmers’ Adoption of Biotech Crops 
USDA’s Economic Research Service on June 27 released a report on the adoption of biotech crops. This report uses USDA survey data to examine the extent to which U.S. farmers have adopted such crops, factors affecting adoption, and the impacts of biotech crops on input use and farm-level net returns. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aer810/  

CAST Issues Report on Environmental Benefits of Biotech Crops
The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology (CAST) issued on June 26 a report entitled “Comparative Environmental Impacts of Biotechnology-derived and Traditional Soybean, Corn, and Cotton Crops.” The report is a comprehensive review of scientific literature on this subject. It supports the conclusion that commercial biotech crops yield environmental benefits and that current production practices pose no environmental concerns unique to or different from those associated with conventionally bred varieties. Report at
http://www.cast-science.org/biotechnology/index.html#biotechcropsbenefit
World Food Summit Declaration Supports Plant Biotechnology
A June 13 declaration at the World Food Summit said, “We call on the FAO, in conjunction with international research institutes, to advance agricultural research and research into new technologies, including biotechnology. The introduction of tried and tested new technologies including biotechnology should be accomplished in a safe manner and adapted to local conditions to help improve agricultural productivity in developing countries. We are committed to study, share and facilitate the responsible use of biotechnology in addressing development needs.” Declaration at http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/MEETING/004/Y6948E.HTM
New York Farm Bureau Opposes Biotech Moratorium
The New York Farm Bureau, composed of 32,000 member families, issued a statement on June 5 opposing any moratorium or ban on biotech crops in the state as well as mandatory biotech labeling. “Many biotech crops in wide use today require fewer and safer pesticides, with fewer gas-guzzling trips across fields with machinery, a clear environmental advantage,” the Farm Bureau said in a news release. The bureau is a non-governmental, volunteer organization financed and controlled by families to solve economic and public policy issues challenging the agriculture industry. Release at http://www.nyfb.org/nyfbnews/2002/pr060502.htm
Pew Initiative Says Biotech Food Allergy Research Funds Underutilized
A report issued on June 11 by the Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology noted that the science needed for government regulators to assess allergies in biotech foods could be greatly improved. The report, “A Snapshot of Federal Research on Food Allergy: Implications for Genetically Modified Food,” found that nine federal agencies or institutes currently supervise 33 food allergy research projects totaling between $4.2 and $7 million, but that those funds are spread thin with little coordination among research teams. Moreover, the study found that the existing research focuses on known allergens, such as peanuts and milk, and that almost no studies examine the allergenicity of novel proteins potentially introduced by biotech foods. Report at http://www.pewagbiotech.org/research/allergy.pdf  
Related news release at http://pewagbiotech.org/newsroom/releases/061102.php3 

European Group Discusses Environmental Impact of Biotech Crops 
An issue paper on the “Environmental Impact of Agricultural Biotechnology” was released on June 14 by Agricultural Biotechnology in Europe (ABE). The paper concluded that 1) all farming systems have an inevitable impact on the environment; 2) environmental benefits are already being delivered by the use of modern biotechnology in agriculture, and its continued development should play a significant part in sustainable farming systems; 3) cross-pollination between some biotech crops and non-biotech crops can occur at low levels under some circumstances. However, any transfer of transgenic traits from crops currently approved or under trial will have no detrimental effect on the pollinated plants or the environment. Cross-pollination is manageable and well-controlled; 4) cross-pollination of weeds by biotech crops can also occur in very limited circumstances, and again there will be no environmental consequences for crops currently under consideration; and 5) potential environmental effects are assessed in depth by the statutory authorities before transgenic crops are grown outdoors, even on a trial basis. Report at  http://abeurope.dynamicweb.dk/images/files/abe_issues_paper_3.PDF  
USDA Scientists Make Tomatoes More Nutritious
USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) reported on June 24 that its scientists have developed tomatoes with higher lycopene levels, enhanced fruit juice quality, and longer vine life. Their study, conducted with researchers at Purdue University, was published in the June 2 issue of Nature Biotechnology. The scientists bioengineered tomatoes to contain increased levels of polyamines, organic molecules carrying amino groups. Polyamines play an important role in fruit development and lycopene content. Story at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020624.htm Nature Biotechnology article at http://www.nature.com/nbt/ and news release at  http://www.nature.com/nbt/press_release/nbt0602.html  Related June 17 Purdue news release at http://www.hort.purdue.edu/hort/people/faculty/handa.html 
U.S. Government Opposes Biotech Food Labeling

The U.S. government opposes the mandatory labeling of biotech food, said Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, according to the June 10 Associated Press. “Mandatory labeling will only frighten consumers,” he said. “Labeling implies that biotechnology products are unsafe.” U.S. officials have said the labeling could cost U.S. companies $4 billion a year. Story at http://www.newsday.com/news/health/wire/sns-ap-genetically-modified-food0610jun10.story?coll=sns%2Dap%2Dhealth%2Dheadlines  Thompson’s speech at http://www.hhs.gov/news/speech/
Canadian Food Manufacturers Support Voluntary Labeling of Biotech Foods 
According to a June 7 news release from the Food and Consumer Products Manufacturers of Canada, Canadian food manufacturers support voluntary labeling of biotech foods. Release at  http://www.fcpmc.com/english/news/news_releases/biotech/AgSC_060602.pdf
Pew Initiative Discusses Revised EU Proposal on Biotech Food Labeling 
The Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology issued a paper on the impact of the European Union’s proposal to lower the threshold for mandatory biotech labeling from 1% to 0.5% per ingredient. U.S. agricultural producers feel the proposed rules are unworkable, expensive and unnecessary. The European Commission, on the other hand, states that the rules are needed in light of European consumer concerns about biotech foods. The Pew paper notes that the conflicting biotech food regulations could have “a ripple effect around the world as other countries debate whether to follow the American or European regulatory model.” Paper at http://pewagbiotech.org/resources/issuebriefs/europe.pdf   
Paper Issued on Liabilities and Economics of Biotech Crops 
The June 21 CropBiotechNet noted that researchers at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, published the paper “Liabilities and Economics of Transgenic Crops” in the June 2002 issue of Nature Biotechnology. To realize the benefits of biotech crops while minimizing risks, the authors said that a change in attitude is required on behalf of government and industry. Governments can and should improve the regulatory oversight of biotech crops, they said, aggressively pursuing the use of refuge sites, contract registration, regional regulation, and mandatory crop rotations and audits. The biotech industry must also take responsibility in managing and containing the technology. Paper at http://biotech.nature.com 
Predictive Study Shows Vietnam and Philippines to Benefit Most from Bt Rice
If Bt rice were to be eventually adopted, the Philippines would benefit by $269.6 million, Vietnam by $329.1 million and the rest of the world by $20.1 million, predicted a study by Virginia Tech Polytechnic and State University, said the June 21 CropBiotechNet. The study provided empirical evidence on the potential size and distribution of economic benefits of adopting Bt Indica rice in the Philippines and Vietnam through the years 2000 to 2020. Results also suggested that releasing Bt rice in Vietnam before the Philippines would generate a larger impact. Abstract at http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/available/etd-01112002-111854/
UK Report Calls for Science-Based Biotech Debate
The UK Government supports having a science-based debate on the results of biotech crop field trials there, but expressed doubts about whether consensus will be reached. The Agriculture and Environment Biotechnology Commission has recommended a range of measures to stimulate debate, and advised that the debate be seen as independent of government. Recommendations include openness, transparency and responsibility on the part of those who favor or oppose the technology; support for public debate about farm-scale evaluations and future commercial growing of biotech crops; and the government should provide independently-reviewed data of public research as well as establish a panel of scientists able to provide advice which is seen as unbiased. Report at http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200102/cmselect/cmenvfru/767/76703.htm#a7
U.S. Grain Leaders Says EU Consumers More Accepting of Biotech Foods
“There’s been a positive shift in European attitudes towards biotechnology,” according to leaders of the U.S. Grains Council and the National Corn Growers Association, who went on a recent fact-finding mission to the Netherlands, France and Spain. “Throughout the food chain, from corn farmers to grocery manufacturers and distributors, there’s growing recognition that biotechnology has an important role in food production, and that Europe needs to have policies in place that allow its use,” said the U.S. Grains Council President in the June 14 Global Update.  Story at http://www.grains.org/news/global_updates/glo-06-14-02.pdf
BIOTERRORISM

Bioterrorism Legislation Signed by Bush on June 12 
President Bush signed on June 12 the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Response Act of 2002 (H.R. 3448). The bill includes measures on agricultural safety. Bill at http://thomas.loc.gov by conducting a search under the bill number. White House information at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/06/20020612-1.html 

WHO Examine Terrorist Threats to Food 
On June 28, the World Health Organization (WHO) Food Safety Programme announced that it convened a working group to prepare a guidance document for Member States to strengthen their capacity to address the threat of food terrorism. In a World Health Assembly resolution adopted on May 18, serious concern was expressed about threats to public health caused by natural occurrences, accidental or deliberate use of biological and chemical agents, or radionuclear material. The development of the guidance document, “Terrorist Threats to Food: Guidance for Establishing or Strengthening Prevention and Response System,” is expected to be released by Sept. 11, 2002. 
President Bush Sends Homeland Security Cabinet Legislation to Congress 
On June 18, the President sent Congress proposed legislation to create a new Cabinet Department of Homeland Security. “The mission of the new Department would be to prevent terrorist attacks within the United States, to reduce America’s vulnerability to terrorism, and to minimize the damage and recover from attacks that may occur,” Bush said. White House statement at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/06/print/20020618-5.html 


FARM POLICY AND NEWS

Fast Facts on 2002 Farm Bill
Get “The Facts on U.S. Farm Policy,” a free download of a 12-page booklet on the 2002 Farm Bill by the House Agriculture Committee at http://agriculture.house.gov/fbfocus.htm 
Brief highlights of the bill are also on the University of Illinois web site at
http://www.farmdoc.uiuc.edu/policy/farmbill02.html

University of Illinois Papers Help Farmers Understand New Farm Bill
The University of Illinois offers several papers and tools to help farmers understand and benefit from the 2002 Farm Bill. The papers discuss choices concerning acres and yields used to calculate direct and counter-cyclical payments, compare payments for 2001 under the 1996 Farm Bill and 2002 Farm Bill, and list 2002 loan rates. It also offers a Farm Bill Decision Tool, a downloadable Microsoft Excel spreadsheet that calculates payments under the four options for updating acres and yields. This spreadsheet will aid farmers and landowners in making choices among the four alternatives. Payment calculation paper at http://www.farmdoc.uiuc.edu/manage/newsletters/fefo02_11.html
Comparison paper of payments under the 1996 and 2002 Farm Bills at http://www.farmdoc.uiuc.edu/manage/newsletters/fefo02_12.html
Loan rates in 2002 at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/loanrate.htm
Farm Bill Decision Tool at http://www.farmdoc.uiuc.edu/manage/FarmBill/decisiontool.htm 
Canada Criticizes U.S. Farm Bill as G7 Opens 
A June 14 Reuters article reported that Canada attacked U.S. farm policy before a G7 finance ministers meeting, saying it would harm development and global growth and could even undermine security in Afghanistan. Canadian Finance Minister John Manley said the large subsidies approved in the new U.S. farm bill would make it more difficult for farmers in poor countries to compete.” Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020614/wl_canada_nm/canada_group_finance_trade_col_1
India Says U.S. Farm Bill Works Against WTO Doha Declaration 
India says the new U.S. Farm Bill is a U-turn from what Washington agreed at World Trade Organization (WTO) trade talks last year and could force other countries to consider protectionist moves of their own, reported the June 12 Dow Jones. Government officials and trade analysts said the bill could have a major negative impact on trade talks in Mexico next year. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020612/bs_dowjones/india_says_us_farm_bill_a_blow_to_wto_doha_declaration

USDA Tightens Planting Restrictions on “Pharm” Crops
According to a May 21 USDA-APHIS document, new rules on the planting of pharmaceutical crops require pharma-corn to be planted at least a half-mile from any other corn to prevent the crops from cross-pollinating. An exception is allowed this year if the biotech crop is surrounded by a buffer of non-biotech varieties. The rules also require pharma-corn to be planted at least three weeks before or after other corn in the area. Corn that is grown for seed must be kept a mile away from the biotech plots. There are additional rules for other crops being developed for pharmaceutical uses, including barley, rice and tobacco. APHIS information on field testing of biopharmaceuticals at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/biotech/pdf/pharm-2002.pdf
Conservation Programs Streamlined by USDA
In a June 12 statement, Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman announced that the USDA has streamlined and simplified the administrative concurrence processes for the Conservation Reserve Program and Environmental Quality Incentives Program, which benefits wildlife. Release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/06/0245.htm
USDA Offers $33 Million to Promote Energy, Value-Added Ventures 
“Flame resistant clothing and cups made from corn-based fibers. Dairy bottles made from corn-based plastics. New energy sources through agriculture. These are just a few of the many examples of value-added products that Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman says are bringing new opportunities to U.S. farmers and producers,” said a June 20 USDA news release. To help boost investment in these types of ventures, she announced that the USDA is providing $33 million in grants to producer-owned processing businesses for value-added agricultural development. Priority will be given to proposals that emphasize the development of renewable energy from agricultural production and the use of innovative technologies to develop value-added products. Release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/06/0253.htm
White House Pushes for Ethanol Mandate in Energy Bill 
A June 28 Reuters article reported that the Bush administration urged Senate and House lawmakers negotiating an energy bill to include language that would triple the amount of ethanol-blended gasoline and biodiesel used each year in American cars, trucks and sport-utility vehicles. Farm state lawmakers support more use of corn-based ethanol and soybean-made biodiesel because it benefits their constituents and makes gasoline produce less pollution, but California and New York lawmakers fear the fuel additive is difficult to ship and would result in higher gasoline prices. A renewable fuels requirement will be one of the more contentious issues that members of a special Senate-House conference committee will have to address as they try to update U.S. energy policy for the first time in a decade. A Senate-passed energy bill included a requirement to triple the amount of renewable fuels, like ethanol and biodiesel, used to 5 billion gallons a year by 2012. The House energy legislation does not have a similar mandate. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020628/pl_nm/energy_congress_dc_2

Three States Look to Boost Ethanol Production
The June 11 Ethanol Report said that Ohio signed into law a bill that prohibits the sale, delivery, or importation of any motor fuel with MTBE. The ban takes effect on July 1, 2005. Missouri will be the next state to ban MTBE. Oklahoma recently signed into law legislation directing the state Department of Agriculture to conduct a study of the potential for producing ethanol in the state.  The study will also identify state incentives necessary to attract ethanol plants. Georgia signed a resolution creating the Joint Ethanol Production Study Committee to study ethanol issues in the state, including the feasibility of building an ethanol plant. Report at http://www.ethanolrfa.org/ereports/er061102.html

INDUSTRY NEWS

Herculex™ I Earns Japanese Approval, Corn Growers Gain New Option
Grain corn containing the Herculex™ I insect protection trait received regulatory committee approvals for food, feed and import into Japan, clearing an important hurdle on the road to commercialization, said Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl. in a June 24 news release. “Herculex I is the first trait in a new generation of in-plant insect-protection traits for corn,” the company said. This family of traits is being developed in research collaboration between Dow AgroSciences and Pioneer. Release at http://www.pioneer.com/pioneer_news/press_releases/herculex_approval.htm 
Related June 24 Dow AgroSciences release at http://www.dowagro.com/herculex/news/japan_app.htm  National Corn Growers Association comment on Herculex™ I at http://www.ncga.com/news/releases/2002/june/news062402.htm
EPA Issues New and Amended Experimental Use Permits for Biotech Corn 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said in the June 26 Federal Register that it issued experimental use permits for biotech plants filed by Mycogen Seeds, Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl., and Monsanto. These permits allow the use of the plant-incorporated protectants Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) Cry1F and Cry3Bb proteins and the genetic material necessary for their production in corn. Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-16137-filed 
Wheat Producers Should Line Up Seed Supply Soon

Demand for wheat seed in Kansas is expected to be strong this summer and fall, said the Kansas Crop Improvement Association in a June 10 news release. The association urges wheat producers not to wait too long to line up a supply of certified seed in order to get the variety and quality they want, especially true for newer varieties. Release available upon e-news request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.

2002 Seed Wheat Directory Available

The 2002 Kansas Certified Seed Directory is now available from the Kansas Crop Improvement Association by calling (785) 532-6118.  It celebrates the 100th anniversary of the association. The directory lists certified wheat, rye, triticale and barley seed producers with address and phone numbers. It also features a comparison chart to assist in wheat variety selection; a list of seed conditioners approved for cleaning certifiable seed; and a list of varieties protected by the U.S. Plant Variety Protection Act.
Organic Growers Take Monsanto Canada and Aventis CropScience to Court 
Growers of organic canola are taking Monsanto Canada and Aventis CropScience to court over alleged cross-pollination with biotech canola grown by non-organic farmers, reported the June 27 Regina Leader Post. The organic growers claim they are unable to market their product as organic as a result. Story at
http://www.canada.com/search/site/story.asp?id=EE707B24-8D9D-489B-85C1-E9FC315E1414 
Pioneer Funds Soybean Aphid Research
With funding from Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., researchers at the Ohio State University are investigating how to properly manage soybean aphids to help growers minimize losses and maximize profits, said a June 10 Pioneer news release. Researchers are focusing on the optimal timing of insecticides and factors that affect yield loss. Release at http://www.pioneer.com/pioneer_news/press_releases/soybean_research.htm

Pioneer Funds Research on Corn Standability and Grain Quality
In a June 24 news release, Pioneer noted that it is funding researchers at the Ohio State University to study the effect of delayed harvest and weathering conditions on corn standability and grain quality across different production environments. Release at http://www.pioneer.com/pioneer_news/press_releases/harvest_delays.htm
Monsanto Expects Increase in Use of its Technology and Seed Brands 
In a June 28 news release, Monsanto Company said that “since Roundup Ready soybeans were introduced in 1996, more than nine of 10 farmers who’ve used our herbicide-tolerant technology have consistently told us in annual surveys that they are satisfied with the performance and value of these biotech crops.” Monsanto’s annual surveys of farmers who plant Roundup Ready crops indicate that farmers like them because they save time, energy and money to grow. Release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02Jun28_Planting.html

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION

Canada Endorses Farmers’ Right to Save Seed from Patented Plants 
The Canadian Biotechnology Advisory Committee (CBAC) issued a June 6 report on “Patenting of Higher Life Forms and Related Issues” to the government’s Biotechnology Ministerial Coordinating Committee. The report recommends adding a farmers’ privilege provision into Canadian patent law. Such a provision would allow farmers to collect and reuse seeds harvested from patented plants and to breed patented animals for their own use. “It should specify that farmers are permitted to save and sow seeds from patented plants or to breed patented animals, as long as these progeny are not sold as commercial propagating material or in a manner that undermines the commercial value to its creator of a genetically engineered animal, respectively,” the report said. Report at http://www.cbac-cccb.ca/documents/en/E980_IC_IntelProp.pdf
Related CBAC new release at http://www.cbac-cccb.ca/documents/en/ip_news_release.pdf 
Philippines Approves Law to Establish Body to Protect Plant Varieties
The Government of the Philippines said in a June 7 news release that President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo approved a law that would establish a body to oversee and implement the protection of plant varieties in the country. She signed Republic Act 9168, also known as the Philippine Plant Variety Protection Act of 2002. Under the law, a new National Plant Variety Protection Board would manage the implementation of the Plant Variety Protection system. The new law also established a Gene Trust Fund to support the preservation of germplasm by government and private sector groups. Release at http://www.gov.ph/news/default.asp?newsid=1471
High Court Reins in Patent Pirates

The June 7 issue of Science reported that the U.S. Supreme Court has scaled back a controversial lower court ruling that some feared would open the door to wholesale copying of patented inventions. Research universities and some technology firms are applauding a unanimous decision, saying it will help protect valuable discoveries. But others say it will do little to reduce the growing number of costly patent fights. Abstract at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/summary/296/5574/1778b
Arrest of Ex-Harvard Postdocs Raises Questions of Ownership 

The June 28 issue of Science reported that two former Harvard University researchers face up to 25 years in prison and a $750,000 fine for allegedly conspiring to steal Harvard-owned trade secrets and shipping university property across state lines. The defendants are in jail in California pending extradition to Massachusetts. But some researchers have expressed sympathy for the defendants and worry that the government is overreacting. Story at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/296/5577/2310

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Canada Ratifies International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources

Canada ratified the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, said a June 10 news release from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. The treaty will allow countries access to plant genetic resources for about 40 species of food crops and 40 species of forage crops managed by international agricultural research centers. Release at http://www.agr.gc.ca/cb/news/2002/n20610ae.html  Related June 12 Reuters story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020612/sc_nm/food_hunger_genetic_dc_1
Bush Administration Committed to Increasing U.S. Farm Exports
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick reaffirmed in a June 26 statement the Bush Administration’s commitment to open new markets for U.S. agricultural goods. They announced the release of over $100 million in Market Access Program and Quality Samples Program funds to promote U.S. agriculture products overseas. This will include the use of trade promotion programs, aggressive plans for world trade negotiations and free trade agreements as well as for the elimination of trade barriers and subsidies that hurt U.S. agriculture, and efforts to increase world demand through economic growth and sustainable development. Release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/06/0262.htm
EU Tells WTO of Possible U.S. Sanctions over Steel Row 
The European Commission formally notified the World Trade Organization (WTO) of its plans to slap sanctions on the United Sates if it fails to settle a row with Washington over steel duties, reported a June 18 Reuters article. European trade commissioner Pascal Lamy said he would try to persuade the United States to grant European steel firms wider exemptions from the duties. “The row has added to disputes on U.S. tax breaks for its exporters, hormone-treated beef and a new U.S. farm subsidy bill to overshadow EU-U.S. trade relations at a time when the two are supposed to be leading world trade liberalization talks,” Reuters noted. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020618/wl_nm/eu_trade_usa_dc_5
New WTO Chief Intends to be Peacemaker

Incoming WTO chief Supachai Panitchpakdi of Thailand says agricultural trade and treatment of developing countries will be top priorities for next trade round, reported the June 25 Associated Press. With major trading nations at odds over steel tariffs, he said he intends to be a peacemaker, while championing “free and just trade” during his three-year term, which begins Sept. 1. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020625/ap_wo_en_po/hong_kong_wto_1

U.S. Grains Council Presses Powell to Grant Cuban Visas for Trade
In its June 21 Global Update, the U.S. Grains Council said that it urged Secretary of State Colin Powell to grant visas to Cuban officials to visit the United States to discuss technical and commercial issues associated with the sale of U.S. feed grains to Cuba. In a June 12 letter to Powell, Council President Ken Hobbie said, “As an export-dependent industry, we look to expand our access to the Cuban market, which current estimates suggest could grow to one million tons of feed grain imports immediately. With the potential for relatively large-scale livestock production to resume … the Council estimates that in a relatively short period of time Cuba could be importing as much as two million tons of U.S. feed grains annually.” Story at http://www.grains.org/news/global_updates/glo-06-21-02.pdf
U.S. Sorghum Exports to Increase Thanks to U.S. Grains Council 
U.S. sorghum will soon be on its way to India as a result of more than two years of the U.S. Grains Council’s efforts, according to its June 14 Global Update. India’s largest feed manufacturer, Godrej Agrovet Ltd., received a government permit to import a trial shipment of U.S. sorghum. Story at http://www.grains.org/news/global_updates/glo-06-14-02.pdf
INVASIVE SPECIES

 
San Diego City Council Recommends Banning Certain Exotic Plants
A June 12 KGTV.com report said that a San Diego City Council committee recommended approval of a proposed ordinance to ban certain invasive exotic plants. The ordinance, forwarded to the council by the Natural Resources and Culture Committee, would ban the sale, distribution and cultivation of pampas grass, giant reed, German ivy and tamarisk. The plants were described in a city manager’s report as “highly invasive, non-native species that are sometimes sold by nurseries for landscaping.” The city’s Park and Recreation Department is already involved in removing plants targeted in the ordinance, at a cost of $10,000 to $25,000 an acre. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/kgtv/20020612/lo/1225061_1.html 

USDA Seeks Comments on Information Collection Requests  
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) announced in the June 12 Federal Register that it seeks public comments by August 12 on its information collection requests related to its Safeguarding System Definition Project and Foreign Quarantine Notices. Both items pertain to keeping foreign pests out of the United States. Federal Register notices at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-14738-filed on safeguarding project and

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-14737-filed on quarantine notices.
USDA Seeks Comments on Study on Plant Pest Risk Mitigation 
USDA-APHIS announced in the June 4 Federal Register that it seeks public comments by August 5 on “a study on the role for and application of systems approaches designed to guard against the introduction of plant pathogens into the United States on imported plants and associated products.” The study makes the finding that systems approaches are both scientifically and theoretically sound, which facilitate trade and concurrently thwart the introduction and establishment of unwanted plant pathogens. The study recommends that APHIS use the process of systems engineering when developing systems approaches for importations of plants or plant products. It also recommends that APHIS strengthen its monitoring and verification of systems approaches. Study at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/systemsapproach   
Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-13921-filed 


OTHER

Researchers Discover Way to Increase Methionine Content of Corn  
Geneticists at Rutgers University’s Waksman Institute of Microbiology published a report in the May 2002 issue of Plant Journal on “Increasing Maize Seed Methionine by mRNA Stability.”  Methionine is a beneficial amino acid in corn, a common building block of protein, which the body cannot manufacture by itself. Instead of adding transgenes to the corn, the researchers increased the plant’s ability to produce more of its own naturally-occurring protein by adjusting the genetic signals that control the process, according to Rutgers. The result is more nutritious corn. A patent is currently pending on it. Story at http://uc.rutgers.edu/news/science/high-proteinCorn.html   Plant Journal abstract at http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/servlet/useragent?func=synergy&synergyAction=showAbstract&doi=10.1046/j.1365-313X.2001.01285.x  
Conventionally Bred Golden Millet on Horizon
The June 21 CropBiotechNet reported that scientists at the International Crops Research Institute of the Semi Arid Tropics developed an intermediate product that could lead to a “golden millet,” conventionally bred to be high in beta-carotene. The development of this product resulted from variability testing of seed collections which revealed millet samples from Burkina Faso in West Africa with unusually high amounts of beta-carotene. Once the corresponding genetic material is transferred and appropriately tested, some of the resulting golden millet varieties could be commercially cultivated. Scientists also see the potential to employ genetic marker techniques to create new varieties with even higher beta-carotene levels. Story available upon e-news request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
USDA Projects U.S. Food Consumption and Spending in Next Two Decades
USDA’s Economic Research Service released a report on June 20 on consumer-driven agriculture, projecting U.S. food consumption and spending up to the year 2020. Articles discuss how farmers, processors, retailers, and foodservice operators are responding to this changing demand for food. Other articles look at food assistance expenditures and household food security. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/FoodReview/May2002/ 

U.S. Continues to Donate Wheat as Food Aid 

The June 21 WheatLetter by the U.S. Wheat Associates reported that wheat has served as direct food aid in Afghanistan, Haiti, Ethiopia, Mozambique, and Sudan. U.S. purchases since June 1 amounted to more than 133,000 metric tons. Some of the wheat was purchased through the government’s 416(b) program, which will be replaced by another federal program in the new government fiscal year on October 1. Story at http://www.uswheat.org by clicking on WheatLetter.
Caffeine Effective in Controlling Snails on Orchids 
USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) announced in the June 27 issue of Nature that caffeine is effective in controlling Hawaii’s orchid snail, Zonitoides arboreus, a costly pest to the island’s orchids. A 2 percent solution of caffeine in water was sprayed on the coconut husk-chips in which orchids are grown, a June 26 ARS news release said. “This growth medium, called coir, was infested with the tiny snails. The scientists found that the caffeine spray killed up to 95 percent of the snails.” ARS release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020626.htm 
Nature article at http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/DynaPage.taf?file=/nature/journal/v417/n6892/abs/417915a_fs.html with subscription or fee.


SEMINARS & EVENTS

USDA, FDA, and Pew Initiative Host Workshop on Bio-Pharmaceuticals
Researchers are working on ways to genetically engineer plants that can produce antibodies to fight cancer, edible vaccines, and human proteins that can be used for therapeutic purposes. A workshop, entitled “Pharming the Field: A Look at the Benefits and Risks of Bioengineering Plants to Produce Pharmaceuticals,” will explore the potential risks and benefits of this new subject July 17-18 at the Ronald Reagan Building, International Trade Center in Washington, DC. The workshop will be co-sponsored by the Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology, Food and Drug Administration, and Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. For more information and online registration, go to http://pewagbiotech.org/events/0717/.

AASCO Annual Meeting in North Dakota July 20-25
The Association of American Seed Control Officials will hold its annual meeting July 20-25 in Bismark, N.D., at the Radisson Hotel. For registration information, contact James Swanson at the North Dakota State Seed Department at 701-231-5405 or by e-mail at jswanson@state-seed.ndsu.nodak.edu. For hotel reservations, call 701-258-7700.

Purdue to Offer Fall Agribusiness Marketing Seminars 
Purdue University will offer seminars on Sept. 10-13, 2002 and Sept. 2-5, 2003 on the role of the field salesperson and sales manager in tailoring company marketing plans to the needs of local and regional markets. Purdue will also offer seminars on integrated marketing strategy on Oct. 14-18, 2002, and Oct. 27-31, 2003. The curriculum will include a practical, hands-on look at market segmentation, product and pricing strategies, distribution, people, and marketing communication decisions in order to create new marketing approaches in the agricultural marketplace. For more information, contact Scott Downey by e-mail at downeyws@purdue.edu or by phone at (765) 494-4325. 

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of more than 800 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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