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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Nature Retracts Paper on Adventitious Biotech Corn in Native Mexican Crops 
Nature magazine concluded in an April 4 editorial note that a paper published in its Nov. 29, 2001 issue, “Transgenic DNA Introgressed into Traditional Maize Landraces in Oaxaca, Mexico,” should not have been published due to questionable quality. “As the authors nevertheless wish to stand by the available evidence for their conclusions,” Nature said, “we feel it best simply to make these circumstances clear, to publish the criticisms, the authors’ response and new data, and to allow our readers to judge the science for themselves.” Critiques of Nov. 29 paper in April 4 Nature at http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/dynapage.taf?file=/nature/journal/vaop/ncurrent/index.html  Related April 4 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020404/ap_on_sc/corn_fight_2
China Relaxes Biotech Crop Import Rules
China’s Ministry of Agriculture has simplified the guidelines on biotech soybean imports, according to the April 5 Crop Biotech Update. The new procedures reduce the approval of safety certificates from 270 days to only 30 days. Foreign soybean exporters do not need to apply for a safety certificate for each cargo, as long as they have applied for the same biotech product and that the same suppliers and buyers are involved. The Ministry likewise announced that exporters need not apply for biotech labels for their products. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org. 
New Zealand Government Examining Adventitious Biotech Presence in Seed
The New Zealand government is continuing to assess whether current border controls are adequate to minimize the possibility of inadvertent mixing of biotech seeds with conventional varieties. The New Zealand Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) plans to publish a discussion document on this subject in April 2002, including proposals to change the border controls for imported seeds. MAF will be seeking public comments by June 2002 and will implement any necessary changes in border controls as quickly as possible after that. MAF in August 2001 required all imports of sweet corn seed for planting to carry testing certification showing no biotech presence (or be tested at the border).  MAF is expected to extend the regulations or other controls to field corn and some oilseeds, namely canola/rapeseed for planting by August 2002 or January 2003. Consignments must be tested for biotech material either before being shipped or at the border. By August 2002, the government expects to expand the testing regulation or other controls to other planting seeds that could have adventitious biotech presence, such as field corn. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683841
Philippines President Approves Guidelines on Biotech Crops 
The April 1 Dow Jones reported that the Philippine President approved draft guidelines that will cover the use and imports of farm products containing biotech events. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020402/bs_dowjones/philippines_president_approves_guidelines_on_transgenic_crops
Terminate Terminator at CBD Meeting, Pro-Seed Savers Say
The April 9 issue of OneWorld.net reported that the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity April 7-19 in The Hague, Netherlands, offers the international community a chance to ban “terminator” seed technology before it is commercialized, an alliance of conservation and international development groups said. The opportunity to put a halt to the development of plants genetically altered to bear sterile seeds, forcing farmers to buy new seeds each planting season, must be seized at the Convention, they said. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/oneworld/20020409/wl_oneworld/1032_1018360443
USDA-ARS Pioneers Research on Industrial Crop Applications 
In an April 3 news release, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Agricultural Research Service (ARS) noted that it is continuing to develop new bio-based industrial products from agricultural crops, such as a cornstarch compound that absorbs 1,600 times its weight in liquid, 100 percent-soybean oil printing ink, and industrial lubricants from meadowfoam and other oilseeds. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020403.htm
Editorials in London Daily Outline European Views on Biotech Crops
The April 2 and 5 Financial Times (London) featured editorials on European consumers’ acceptance of agricultural biotechnology. “Most technological advances bring benefits and risks, though the latter may be hard to predict,” said the April 2 editorial. “This is particularly so with genetically engineered crops that promise higher yields, pest-resistance and better quality products but raise fears of damage to the environment.” The April 5 editorial, written by the head of the Agricultural Biotechnology Council in Europe, added that “the relatively slow uptake to date of GM technology within the European Union is largely owing to the lack of clear information available, for which, as an industry, we know we must take some responsibility.” April 2 editorial at http://globalarchive.ft.com/globalarchive/article.html?id=020402001131&query=harvest
April 5 editorial at http://globalarchive.ft.com/globalarchive/article.html?id=020405001009&query=harvest

Science Says Genetic Secrets Rice Revealed 
Two groups of scientists have sequenced the near-complete genetic codes of two common species of rice, noted the April 4 issue of HealthScoutNews. The results, reported in the April 5 issue of Science, may lead to hardier, higher-yielding, more nutritious strains of the grain, which is the leading food crop on the planet. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/hsn/20020404/hl_hsn/rice_yields_its_genetic_secrets
Food for Health Conference to be in Minneapolis May 19-21 
The University of Minnesota will host a “Foods for Health” conference May 19-21 in Minneapolis. More information at www.coafes.umn.edu/nabc2002 

AGROTERRORISM

War on Terrorism Not Affecting U.S. Farm Exports 
The U.S.-led war on terrorism is not affecting U.S. farm exports, forecast to rise to $54.5 billion this fiscal year, the chief USDA economist said, reported an April 8 Reuters article. The forecast is $1.7 billion higher than fiscal year 2001. The USDA noted that larger soybean sales would be counter-balanced by smaller corn and wheat exports. U.S. sales are aided by rising European demand for replacements to meat and bone meal. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
USDA Features Web Site on Bioterrorism Preparedness
“USDA has taken steps to ensure our programs and services are responsive to potential threats,” stated Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman. “Our inspectors are on heightened alert at ports of entry and in food processing plants. We have stepped up security at appropriate USDA facilities. We are coordinating with other federal agencies such as the FDA, CDC, Customs, and law enforcement agencies on biosecurity issues. And, we are examining our responsibilities― looking at our short and long term needs― to ensure we continue to protect America’s food supply and agriculture against pests and disease of any kind.” Related USDA documents at http://www.usda.gov/homelandsecurity/homeland.html

FARM POLICY  
Second-Tier Commodities to Benefit Under New Farm Bill
The April 2 Wall Street Journal reported that the “kabuli chickpea and Georgia peanut are two little legumes looking for a leg up in the farm bill this spring―and teaching all who listen a lesson in American agricultural politics. Six years ago, Republicans flush with the new power of their congressional majority pushed through a ‘Freedom to Farm’ program promising to wean producers from federal subsidies. But since then bad weather and low commodity prices forced the GOP to retreat and pump tens of billions of dollars of emergency aid back into the farm economy. Today’s mantra is to build a better safety net, and the money on the table for the legislation―about $73.5 billion over 10 years―has sparked new demands from supplicants afraid of being left behind. Most of that money will still go to such mainstays as corn, wheat, cotton and rice. But chickpeas, peanuts and other second-tier commodities all won lucrative add-ons ...” Story at http://online.wsj.com/article_print/0,4287,SB1017697626651568880,00.html
Harkin Calls for $20 Million Increase in Corn Genome Research
An April 8 AgWeb.com story reported that Senate Agriculture Committee Chair Tom Harkin (D-IA) has called for a $20 million increase in funding for plant genome research this year. Specifically, he has requested that the VA/Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Subcommittee provide additional money to the National Science Foundation to focus on finding a map of the corn genome. Story at http://www.agweb.com/sig_get_article.asp?file=AgNewsArticle_2002481410_3112&articleID=86967&sigcat=corn&newscat=GN

USDA Emergency Loan Program More Accessible to Farmers
In a March 28 USDA news release, Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman announced new rules that will make it easier and faster for farmers affected by natural disasters to get federal loans. The rules are effective immediately. Release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/03/0124.htm
Local Governments Meddle in Corporate Farms’ Freedom to Operate 
The April 1 Associated Press reported that local governments are raising a stink about corporate agriculture across the nation’s farm country—and in the process, stepping into a fight between large-scale farms and neighbors. “Some farmers and corporate interests call the trend disturbing and warn that overregulation could drive up food prices and lead some livestock production to move out of the country,” the AP said. “But local officials are taking matters into their own hands because states haven’t adequately enforced laws already on the books.” Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020401/ap_on_bi_ge/farm_scene_90
Farm Bill Must be Resolved Soon to Impact 2002 Crops
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman said lawmakers have to make significant progress this week on an overhaul of farm programs if the changes are to impact the 2002 growing season, said the April 8 Associated Press. The new bill would replace the 1996 farm bill law, scheduled to expire this fall. Farm groups say the subsidies authorized by that law were inadequate and have been pressing Congress to enact new programs. Story at  http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020408/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/congress_farmers_67
NU Survey Shows Marketing Key to Farm Profitability
University of Nebraska research indicates that some untapped high-value markets could help boost farm and ranch profitability, said an April ? university news release. Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources researchers released results of a survey of 500 households in Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin that identify the profit potential in selling locally grown food to grocery stores and restaurants as well as directly to consumers. This four-state effort aims to improve the profitability and competitiveness of small- and mid-sized farms
in the Midwest. Release at http://ianrhome.unl.edu/static/0203283.shtml


INDUSTRY NEWS 

DuPont and Monsanto Reach Biotech Cross-Licensing Agreement 
DuPont and its subsidiary, Pioneer Hi-Bred International Inc., and Monsanto Company and its affiliates announced on April 2 a “broad-reaching business agreement that will ensure farmers worldwide have greater access to the new agricultural technologies they want, in the seed brands they prefer to plant,” according to a joint company news release. “The agreement gives both companies cross-licenses to enabling technologies that enhance the performance of corn, canola, and soybean crops, and improve the farmer’s productivity and efficiency.” It includes Pioneer receiving royalty-bearing licenses to Monsanto’s newest Roundup Ready® corn and soybean technologies and freedom to operate from Monsanto and its affiliates for its second-generation insect-protected corn products and future corn rootworm-protected corn products. Monsanto will receive freedom to operate for certain corn transformation technology. The companies have resolved all issues related to previously contested germplasm. They have entered a plant Breeding Accord affirming the intellectual property and other rights that protect proprietary germplasm. News release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02Apr2_Dupont.html  
Related April 2 Associated Press story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020402/ap_on_bi_ge/monsanto_dupont_2
Sakata Purchases Alf Christianson Seed Company
Effective April 3, Sakata Seed Corporation of Yokohama, Japan, acquired full ownership interest in the Alf Christianson Seed Company of Mount Vernon, Wash., according to an April 5 Alf Christianson news release. The company provides contract seed production services. Sakata, with seed research, production and marketing facilities worldwide, has been a key account and minority shareholder of Alf for the past 21 years. Release available by fax by contacting Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
2002 AAS Flower, Bedding Plant, and Vegetable Winners Announced
All-America Selections recently announced its 2002 winners in its “Proving Grounds” competition. Winners in the flower, bedding plant, and vegetable categories listed at http://www.all-americaselections.org
2003 FleuroSelect Award Winners Announced
FleuroSelect, the international organization for testing new flowers, recently announced its 2003 gold medal and quality award winners. The five gold medals go to varieties, available as of May 1, 2002, produced by Kirin Brewery, Co. of Japan; Syngenta Seeds, The Netherlands; Ernst Benary Samenzucht of Germany; PanAmerican Seed Co. of USA; and Sakata Seed Corporation of Japan. Details on gold winners, list of quality awards, and related photographs at http://www.fleuroselect.com
EU Delays Rule on Bayer’s Purchase of Aventis’ Agrochemical Unit
The April 5 Dow Jones reported that the European Union’s antitrust authority has delayed its decision on Bayer AG’s EUR7.3 billion acquisition of Aventis SA’s agrochemical unit to April 17. By law, Brussels has until April 22 to do so. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020405/bs_dowjones/eu_delays_rule_on_bayer_s_buy_of_aventis_unit_to_april_17
Rice Genome Project Ahead of Schedule Thanks to Monsanto
In an April 1 news release, Monsanto noted that in the two years since it made its rice genome data available to the global research community, the timetable for completing the rice genome project has accelerated by six years. Release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02Apr1_RiceGenom.html 
Monsanto Hopeful its Biotech Investments Will Pay Off
Monsanto’s earnings could rise in double-digit percentages starting in about 2004 if the public becomes more accepting of agricultural biotechnology, chief executive Hendrik Verfaillie said, according to the April 1 Associated Press. The company could then put more of its transgenic traits, such as for insect resistance, in its and other companies’ seeds, and sell those seeds in more countries, he said. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020401/ap_wo_en_bu/us_monsanto_outlook_1
CBI Introduces New Biotech Papaya Ad
The Council for Biotechnology Information (CBI) has issued a new print advertisement, which highlights how a biotech papaya rescued the papaya industry in Hawaii from the deadly ringspot virus. The advertisement will appear in major national newspapers and magazines in the coming months. Color copy of ad available upon e-mail request from Margaret Speich of CBI at mspeich@whybiotech.com.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
USDA-FAS Seeks Comments on Export Assistance Programs
The USDA-FAS seeks public comments by June 7 on the extension of existing information collection requests related to its export services, which expire on May 31. In its April 8 Federal Register about this, the FAS notes that its export services were created to expand U.S. agricultural exports by helping U.S. companies sell their products abroad. Any U.S. company wishing to export can participate in the following programs: “The Buyer Alert” service to inform foreign buyers about their products; “Trade Leads” for sales opportunities generated by overseas FAS offices with information about potential buyers, products sought, and general terms of purchase; “U.S. Suppliers’ List,” an online searchable database of over 5,000 exporters and their products, used by FAS to connect potential buyers with U.S. suppliers; and the “Foreign Buyer List” to learn about 20,000 buyers in more than 25 countries who specialize in the import and distribution of U.S. products in their country. The exporter assistance section of the FAS web site at http://www.fas.usda.gov/ is a one-stop-shop for exporters with information about exporting and easy access to register for these services. Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-8428-filed 
U.S.-Mexico Strike New Agreement on Ag Trade Issues
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman and U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Robert Zoellick announced in an April 3 news release that the United States and Mexico signed a Memorandum of Understanding establishing a Consultative Committee on Agriculture to strengthen cooperation on agricultural trade issues. The Consultative Committee includes a “rapid response” team, intended to help the two countries deal with trade issues as they emerge, before resulting in trade disruptions. Co-chaired by USDA and USTR and the Mexico ministers of agriculture and economic development, the Committee will address such issues as market access, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and information exchange in areas such as biotechnology and animal and plant health. April 3 news release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/04/0131.htm 
Related April 5 news release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/04/0133.htm
Bush Calls for Senate Action on Trade Promotion Authority and Andean Act
President Bush recently asked for Congressional support on two urgent matters: trade promotion authority and the Andean trade preference act. Bush pointed out that “five presidents before me, Republicans and Democrats, have had this advantage in trade negotiations―five of them … It was a commitment, because it represented our national interest in expanding foreign markets … In eight years since the trade promotion authority expired, we have missed a lot of opportunity in America. And it’s cost―and when you miss opportunity, it tends to affect the average worker in our country.” Bush statement at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/04/20020404-4.html  More information at http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/internationaltrade/index.html Related April 4 Reuters article at http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/printstory.hts/business/1343703
EU Steely About U.S. Steel Tariffs; U.S. Exports Threatened
According to the April 5 Chicago Tribune, Europe has decided to fight politics with politics with respect to trade tariffs. “If President Bush could protect the domestic steel industry to help his re-election chances, leaders of the European Union shrewdly calculated that they could threaten tariffs on orange juice made in Florida and Harley-Davidson motorcycles made in Wisconsin,” the Tribune said. “That’s not all. Some 316 products American firms export to Europe have been targeted for possible tariffs by the European Commission, including grapefruit, apples and walnuts. Story at http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0204050259apr05.story?coll=chi%2Dbusiness%2Dhed 
U.S.-Asian Free Trade Zone on Backburner
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) and the United States have agreed to develop economic co-operation, but failed to make progress on a free trade zone during recent talks, they said in a joint statement April 5. Release at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/newsid_1912000/1912961.stm
China Opposes U.S. Backing of Taiwan in WHO 
An April 8 Reuters article reported that China strongly opposed U.S. support for Taiwan’s participation in the World Health Organization (WHO) as an observer. A bill passed by the U.S. Congress and signed by President Bush supporting Taiwan’s bid to join the WHO as an observer violated America’s commitments to the “one China” policy, the official Xinhua news agency of China said. Beijing maintains that Taiwan and the mainland are part of a single China which should be reunified, by force if necessary. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020408/wl_asia_nm/asia_98965_1
Brazil to Claim Soy Trade Loss at WTO Due to U.S. Subsidies
Brazil’s Agriculture Minister will tell the World Trade Organization that U.S. farm subsidies caused soy trade losses of more than $1 billion annually, according to an April 3 Reuters article. Brazil is the world’s No. 2 soy producer and exporter after the United States. Revenue from the oilseed reached nearly $5.3 billion in 2001, making it the country’s top farm export. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
U.S. Food Suppliers Hope for Cuban Sales 
The April 3 Associated Press reported that after contracting to sell more than $73 million worth of American food to Cuba, U.S. agricultural firms are hopeful they can increase their sales there despite last week’s rejection of U.S. visas for Cuban officials interested in negotiating new deals. The Bush administration said it didn’t see any reason for them to visit. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020403/ap_on_go_ot/cuba_us_food_sales_3
Wheat Associates Outraged by Cuban Visa Denial
The April 5 WheatLetter from the U.S. Wheat Associates said “it is at times like this that American farmers, and those who serve them, wonder at the inconsistency of U.S. trade policy. The United States Congress passed legislation specifically allowing for trade of food and medicine to Cuba, and President Bush stated unequivocally, and repeatedly, that open and free trade helps people around the world. How can it be, then, that the diplomat charged with carrying the American message can single-handedly distort U.S. policy when it comes to Cuba?” Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Rep. Moran Calls for Hearing on Cuban Exports 
An April 5 AgWeb.com article said that Congressman Jerry Moran, member of the House Ag Committee, requested a hearing on U.S. trade policies for exporting agriculture commodities to Cuba. Story at http://www.agweb.com/news_show_news_article.asp?file=AgNewsArticle_2002451725_19 
Japan Export Guide Issued by USDA-FAS 
The USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) released on April 3 a U.S. food exporter’s guide to Japan 2002,” dated March 29. This report provides practical tips to U.S. companies on how to do business in Japan and build position in the world’s largest market for imported consumer food products. It includes information on local business practices, consumer preferences, food standards and regulations, import and inspection procedures, distribution structure and trends, and best high-value product prospects. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200203/135683861.pdf
Chief Ag Negotiator Reiterates Need to Reform Monopolistic CWB
Chief Agriculture Negotiator Allen Johnson reiterated the USTR’s commitment to aggressively address unfair practices in the trade of Canadian wheat and outlined progress on several fronts, noted the April 5 WheatLetter. The USTR previously stated that “the Government of Canada grants the Canadian Wheat Board special monopoly rights and privileges that disadvantage U.S. wheat farmers and undermine the integrity of the trading system.” During the public briefing session, Johnson indicated that the USTR is preparing to submit a request to the World Trade Organization for information from the Canadian government and the CWB. The action is a precursor to a formal complaint under WTO Article 17 against the CWB for engaging in non-commercial activities as a state trading enterprise. Story available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
USDA-FAS Issues 2002 Statistics on Seed Exports
March 2002 statistics on U.S. exports of planting seed by destination, type, and origin. http://www.fas.usda.gov/seeds/default.htm


INVASIVE SPECIES

Beil Elected to Invasive Species Advisory Committee
Gary M. Beil, Ph.D., president and CEO of the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, was selected by the national Invasive Species Council to serve on its Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC), noted an April 1 letter from the U.S. Secretary of the Interior. ASTA nominated Beil last November to represent the seed industry on this committee. Related ASTA news release available as of April 12 at http://www.amseed.org under “what’s new.” List of ISAC members at http://www.invasivespecies.gov/council/advisory.shtml

Invasive Species, IPR Topics at Sixth Meeting of Convention on Biological Diversity 
The sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations’ Convention on Biological Diversity will be held in The Hague, Netherlands from April 7-19, 2002. At this meeting, the following issues are on the agenda: forest biological diversity; invasive alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species; access and benefit-sharing as related to genetic resources; strategic plan, national reporting and operations of the Convention. The International Seed Trade Federation is one of many non-government organizations in attendance. Agenda and related papers at http://204.29.171.80/framer/navigation.asp?charset=utf-8&cc=US&frameid=1565&lc=en-us&providerid=112&realname=Convention+on+Biological+Diversity&uid=1748325&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biodiv.org 
Online Access to Federal and State Noxious Weed Lists
View Federal and state noxious weed lists, an invasive plant list, or an introduced plant list, each with links to more information. http://plants.usda.gov/cgi_bin/topics.cgi?earl=noxious.cgi
ASTA Comments on Draft Noxious Weed Regulation Changes
ASTA submitted comments on March 22 to the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service on its Draft Action Plan for the Noxious Weeds Program published in the Jan. 28 Federal Register. “ASTA applauds the agency for its efforts and careful thought in developing the Draft Action Plan,” the association said, “[but] remains concerned that the proposal to develop and publish a list of top ‘weeds of concern’ may lead to scientifically unsound characterizations of beneficial non-native species as noxious weeds.” Comments at http://www.amseed.com/govt_statementsDetail.asp?id=67

OTHER 
USDA-ARS and Frito-Lay Chip Away at Fumonisins in Corn
In an April 1 news release, USDA-ARS announced that its scientists along with those at Frito-Lay, Inc., are collaborating to determine what happens to fumonisins during the manufacturing of tortilla corn chips. Fumonisins are natural toxins, known as mycotoxins, made by types of Fusarium fungi found in corn around the world. The FDA recently issued action levels for fumonisins in corn used in human food products. Depending upon the product involved, the permissible levels range from 2 to 4 parts per million. Fumonisin levels in corn and corn products in the United States are relatively low, but are quite high in some other countries where corn is a diet staple. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020401.htm

Cotton to Provide Warmth Outside of Clothing 
“Add a little cottonseed oil to a lot of the cotton plant “trash” removed during ginning and you will have a recipe for delivering about 9,000 British thermal units (Btus) of heat per pound of fuel pellets,” said an April 2 USDA-ARS news release. By comparison, firewood gives off approximately 4,000 to 5,000 Btus per pound, ARS noted. The ARS Cotton Byproducts process turns cotton plant parts and added ingredients into a workable mixture that can be shaped into pellets for use as fuel, livestock feed and fertilizer, or left as loose mulch for home gardens. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020402.htm

Vegetable Oil May Clean Up Contaminated Groundwater 
USDA-ARS scientists may have found an inexpensive but effective product to clean up groundwater contaminated with hazardous substances: vegetable oil. The oil has even proven to be useful in groundwater contaminated with nitrogen fertilizer and the herbicide chlorate. The oil, used in low concentrations, stimulates microorganisms naturally present in an aquifer to grow and accumulate in the barrier. The hazardous substances are degraded by these microorganisms as contaminated groundwater flows through the barrier. Soybean oil, in particular, is recommended by the ARS since it is inexpensive. Full-scale evaluations of the effectiveness of vegetable oil in this capacity are underway in the private sector. ARS April 9 news release is at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020409.htm 
ARS Researchers Join Fight Against Peanut Allergens  
USDA-ARS scientists are looking for solutions to the peanut allergy problem, according to an April 5 USDA-ARS news release. They are trying to determine how certain processing methods affect peanut allergenicity and looking to see if certain peanut cultivars are less allergenic than others. Release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020405.htm
UC-Davis Offers New Web Site on Crop Production
The March 18 issue of Feedstuffs noted that the University of California at Davis’ Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources launched a new web site that gives the public access to resources on crop production, pest management, gardening, 4-H and nutrition. Site at http://www.ucanr.org
SEMINARS AND MEETINGS
Purdue Offers Strategic Customer Relationship Management Conference
Purdue University’s Center for Food and Agricultural Business is offering a seminar on developing and implementing customer relationship management strategies on May 6-7, 2002 in West Lafayette, Ind. Speakers featured are Jay Akridge, Ph.D., director of the center, and Paul Wang, Ph.D., of Northwestern University’s Integrated Marketing Communications program. More information at http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. The meeting will include sessions on seed issues of global importance and the first “Charity Par-Tee,” an international golf tournament benefiting UNICEF. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com  
Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year. More information and registration at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.








_1079943824.doc
[image: image1.png]asta

first-the seed *






        

American Seed Trade Association





E-NEWS UPDATE ( April 8, 2002

March 27, 2000


�












