
[image: image1.emf]               American Seed Trade Association         E - NEWS UPDATE    Feb .  4 , 200 2  

 


AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY
Five Biotech Bills Crop Up in Hawaii, Two Target Seed Industry
Several ag biotech bills were recently introduced in Hawaii, including House Bill 2343 (Yoshinaga) and Senate Bills 2603 (Tam) and 2935 (Fukunaga) that all request funding for the University of Hawaii to study the long-term effects of biotech crops in the state. HB 2348 also calls for biotech seed manufacturers to be liable for damages arising from cross-pollination and to provide the state with a surety bond of $25 million to cover the cost of potential damages prior to the sale of the seed. Democrat Terry Yoshinaga also filed HB 2649, which would hold seed manufacturers liable for negative human health effects (including allergic reactions), environmental harm, and cross-pollination. Links to all bill texts are below: 

HB2343 http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/HB2343_.htm
HB2348 http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/HB2348_.htm
HB2649 http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/HB2649_.htm
SB2603 http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/SB2603_.htm
SB2935 http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/SB2935_.htm 
Tam Also Calls for Biotech-Free Labeling System in Hawaii
On Jan. 23, Senator Rod Tam (D-Downtown) introduced a bill that would allow foods that do not contain any biotech ingredients to be labeled “this product consists entirely of ingredients free of genetically-modified organisms,” “farmer certified GMO-free,” or with a message conveying similar meaning. The label may appear on the principal display panel of a packaged product, be conspicuously attached to the container of a bulk product, or appear in any advertisement for a product. Food manufacturers wishing to use the biotech-free label would need to obtain an affidavit from their suppliers that all livestock grain, feed stock or partially-processed components delivered to the manufacturer are biotech-free and have been kept separate from biotech ingredients through all stages of harvest, storage, transportation, and processing until the final products are in packaged form in a properly labeled container. Manufacturers must retain original affidavits on file for at least two years. The bill would also require seed manufacturers to provide written instruction on what to do to prevent cross-pollination to crops within 1,320 feet of biotech seed purchasers’ property. SB 2602 at http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/SB2602.htm
USDA Seeks Nominations for New Advisory Committee on Biotechnology 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Agricultural Research Service (ARS) seeks nominations for its new Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (ACBTCA), according to the Jan. 29 Federal Register. The ACBTCA will replace its existing Advisory Committee on Agricultural Biotechnology. The charge for the ACBCTA will be to examine the long-term impacts of biotechnology on the U.S. food and agriculture system and USDA and to provide guidance to the agency on pressing individual issues, identified by the Office of the Secretary, related to ag biotech applications. The ACBTCA will meet in Washington, DC, up to four times per year. Nominations due by Feb. 28, 2002. Jan. 29 Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-2135-filed
USDA to Fund Study on Private-Public Biotech Collaboration

The Jan. 23 Associated Press reported that the USDA will fund a three-year, $2 million study examining the way universities and private industry share ag biotech research and intellectual property. The study will look at how researchers share information with each other and the public, as well as the long-term effects of university relationships with private industry. The study was sparked by public concern over private industry patents and licenses for various biotech inventions. Story at
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20020123/pl/brf_biotechnology_study_2.html
Biotech Policy Strategy Paper Issued by European Commission

According to a Jan. 23 European Commission (EC) news release, it adopted a major policy initiative for the development of life sciences and biotechnology in Europe, including an action plan with recommendations for member states, local authorities, industry and other stakeholders. The paper aims to help Europe adopt new technologies that can help it reach its goal of becoming the world’s most competitive, knowledge-based and sustainable economy within a decade. “Life science and biotechnology are widely recognized to be, after information technology, the next wave of technological revolution … Europe does not have a single policy for life sciences and biotechnology, rather a patchwork of many sector-specific and overall policies at international, EU, member state and local levels,” the paper stated. EC news release at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/122|0|RAPID&lg=EN  More information at http://europa.eu.int/comm/biotechnology/introduction_en.html
Italy Declares Zero Tolerance of Adventitious Biotech Presence in Seed

A Jan. 24 Reuters article reported that Italy will not tolerate adventitious biotech material in traditional seeds and needs to invest at least 50 million euros to enforce its policy, Farm Minister Giovanni Alemanno said. “The position that we have on seeds is a position of ‘zero tolerance’ within the technical limits,” he added. The minister also said that civil servants would meet farmers, seed industry officials and consumers in the coming weeks to chart a new strategy on agriculture and the marketing of biotech seeds. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20020124/sc/food_italy_gmo_dc_1.html
UK Royal Society Calls for Increased Scrutiny of Biotech Crops

The UK Royal Society called for improvement in the safety assessment of biotech crops before they are approved for human consumption, according to a Feb. 4 Royal Society news release. The report concludes that there is no reason to doubt the safety of foods made from existing biotech ingredients, nor that genetic modification makes foods inherently less safe than their conventional counterparts. However, the report calls for the tightening of regulations for all novel foods, particularly with respect to testing for allergenicity and nutritional content of infant formula. The report also recommends that the methods for comparing biotech foods with their conventional counterparts, by applying the principle of “substantial equivalence,” should be more explicit and objective during safety assessments, and harmonized between member states of the European Union. At present, tests are only carried out for material that is eaten, not from breathing in pollen, spores and dust of biotech plants. The report also notes that babies are particularly vulnerable to changes in the nutritional content of their food, and recommends that UK and EU laws ensure that rigorous tests are carried out if biotech ingredients are one day considered for use in infant formula. Royal Society release at http://www.royalsoc.ac.uk/news/index.html  Related Feb. 4 Reuters story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020204/sc_nm/science_gm_dc_1
French Report Gives Two Thumbs up to Biotech Sugar Beet

Biotech sugar beet poses very little risk of cross-pollinating with other crops and so is considered safe to grow on a wider basis, a French government advisory panel said in a report, according to a Feb. 4 Reuters article. But the report said the same was not true for biotech rapeseed; it recommended at least two more years of field trials to assess the risks of biotech rapeseed pollen spreading to other plants. The report followed France’s discovery last year of traces of biotech material in several conventional crops. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020204/l04301930_1.html
Related Jan. 30 Reuters story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020130/l30476074_1.html

China Shields its Ag Biotech Sector
A Jan. 28 Reuters story reported that China is building a fortress around its biotech industry, emerging as the largest outside North America. But China’s biotech policy shows that government opinion is divided, and Beijing risks harming its standing in the international community after joining the World Trade Organization (WTO) on Dec. 11, 2001. More than that, spurning foreign investment is likely to come at a high price, with China possibly losing out on advanced techniques in bioengineering, threatening its efforts to achieve food security, Reuters said. A draft government document obtained by Reuters shows that Beijing is considering banning foreign investment in the development and manufacturing of biotech seeds, such as corn and soybeans. The move startled industry officials since China is pouring huge funds into domestic research to develop biotech crops, such as corn, rice and cotton. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20020128/bs/food_china_genes_dc_1.html
Thailand Plans to Ban 37 Biotech Crops from Entering Country

The Feb. 1 issue of SeedWeek reported that the Thailand Dept. of Agriculture said it will ban 37 biotech crops from entering the country except for those needed for scientific research. Thailand last year banned field tests of biotech crops until the country establishes a biosafety law. 
Biotech Rapeseed-Mustard to Emerge in India
According to the Jan. 17 Yahoo! India Finance report, biotech rapeseed-mustard is on the horizon in India, and will likely be the country’s first biotech food crop. Genes for several desirable traits in the mustard plant have already been identified. These characteristics include pest-resistance, higher yield, and enhanced nutritional quality. Biotech cotton has already been extensively tested there and is slated to be released for commercial cultivation soon, but it is a fiber, not a food crop. In other countries, several biotech food crops, including soybeans and maize, are already being cultivated and consumed. 

Farm-aceutical Demand to be Driven by Consumers

The Jan. 28 issue of NewsWeek featured an article entitled “Brave New Foods” that discussed the ag biotech products of tomorrow, namely food as medicine, such as plants that produce human vaccines. But will consumers eat such plants? Story at http://www.msnbc.com/news/691080.asp
U.S. Consumers Divided Over Environmental Impact of Biotech Crops

According to a Feb. 4 news release by the Pew Initiative on Food Biotechnology, consumers are evenly divided over the environmental risks and benefits of biotech crops. Results of a Pew consumer survey revealed that prior to reading a series of informational statements about the possible benefits and risks of biotechnology, respondents nationwide were more likely to say that the risks of biotechnology outweighed the benefits (40 percent to 33 percent), while 19 percent thought the benefits and risks were about the same, and nine percent were unsure. However, after being read a series of questions about specific environmental risks and benefits, respondents were evenly divided, with 38 percent saying the benefits outweigh the risks and another 38 percent saying the opposite. The poll was conducted by Zogby International Jan. 14-18, 2002 with a +/- 3 percent margin of error for the nationwide sample. Pew news release at http://pewagbiotech.org/newsroom/releases/020402.php3 

Consumer survey and results at http://pewagbiotech.org/research/survey1-02.pdf
AGRO-TERRORISM  
Bush Calls for $131 Million Increase in USDA FY2003 Budget 
According to a Jan. 31 USDA news release, President Bush will include $131 million in new spending for fiscal year 2003 to protect the nation’s food supply from animal and plant pests and diseases, strengthen food safety programs, and support specific research activities. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman outlined the following areas in the budget that relate to homeland security and the protection of agriculture: $49 million increase for animal health monitoring to enhance the ability to quickly identify potential threats; $19 million for the Agricultural Quarantine Inspection program for improved point-of-entry inspection programs at high-risk ports of entry; $11 million for programs to expand diagnostic, response, management and other technical services within the Animal Plant Health Inspection Services; and $28 million to provide record funding for the Food Safety and Inspection Service. Earlier this month, Bush signed the Defense Appropriations Act, which provided an additional $328 million in USDA funding for homeland security protections. USDA release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/01/0026.htm  Related Jan. 30 Associated Press story at
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020130/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/budget_usda_1

FBI says Al-Qaida May Seek to Contaminate U.S. Water Supplies
According to a Jan. 31 MSNBC report, the FBI recently sent a bulletin to computer security experts around the country indicating that al-Qaida terrorists may have been studying U.S. dams and water-supply systems in preparation for new bioterrorism attacks. The bulletin was sent after U.S. authorities found a computer belonging to a person with indirect ties to Osama bin Laden that contained architectural and engineering software related to dams and other water-retaining structures. They specifically sought information on water supply and wastewater management practices in the United States and abroad. In the bulletin, the FBI indicated that members of al-Qaida have scoured the Web in search of methods to control water supply facilities and wastewater treatment plants through computer networks used by U.S. utility companies.” MSNBC report at http://www.msnbc.com/news/696865.asp#BODY 

Agroterrorism to be Addressed at Food Law Conference in Washington, DC 

A conference on “Bioterrorism: Issues Impacting Food, Drug and Health Care” will be held by the Food & Drug Law Institute, American Bar Association, and American Health Lawyers Association on Feb. 20 in Washington, DC. The conference will discuss ways the threat of bioterrorism could impact the food and drug industries, what risks and opportunities exist for bioterrorism and what planning should be undertaken to protect against it. The conference will specifically address agroterrorism, protecting the food and water supply, government and private responses to food and water threats, methods to protect consumer products and allay consumer concerns. Conference information at http://www.fdli.org/conf/bioterrorism/description.html
FARM POLICY  

Bush Budget Includes Funds for New Farm Spending 
A Feb. 4 Reuters article reported that President Bush kept his vow to provide $73.5 billion in new agricultural spending through 2011 but his budget proposal did not indicate how fatter farm subsidies would be spent. The administration simply inserted a place-holding entry in its proposed USDA budget for “farm bill legislation” with no breakdown of spending. It listed $4.2 billion this year and $7.27 billion next year. Both chambers of Congress want to add $5 billion a year to grain, cotton and soybean subsidies as well as release additional billions of dollars whenever returns to farmers from sales and subsidies are below targets set by law. So far, the White House has had little luck with its warnings against over-dependence on subsidies. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020204/pl_nm/budget_farm_dc_1 Related Jan. 31 USDA news release at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2002/01/0026.htm
Combest Lauds President’s $73.5 Billion Farm Bill Commitment

House Agriculture Committee Chair Larry Combest (R-Texas) welcomed the President’s strong commitment to full farm bill funding in the FY2003 budget proposal. Combest noted it tracks the House-passed farm bill funding approach of consistent levels of support that will equal the 10-year, $73.5 billion increased commitment. The President’s budget rejects front-loading funding in the first five years that would short-change the remaining five-year farm bill commitment. Farmers can be assured that both the House farm bill and the President’s budget call for consistent funding, “whether that seed money comes in a ten-pound sack or two five-pound bags, it will be all there,” said Combest. “It is my hope that the President’s budget will expedite the new farm bill.” Story at http://agriculture.house.gov/farmbill.htm
Karnal Bunt Regulated Areas Expanded in Texas
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service issued a final rule in the Jan. 24 Federal Register that affirms the agency’s interim rule on amended Karnal bunt regulations which added Archer and Baylor Counties in Texas to the list of regulated areas. The interim rule, which followed the detection of bunted kernels in samples taken from bins of wheat grain stored in Baylor County and harvested in Archer and Baylor Counties, was necessary to prevent the spread of the fungus to non-infected areas of the United States. The interim rule took effect on July 13, 2001. APHIS Federal Register notice at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-1748-filed

Ag Officials Emphasize Trade Promotion
The Jan. 25 USW WheatLetter reported that Agriculture Secretary Veneman identified this year’s key ag issues at a recent Wheat Industry Conference. “This year we’ll be dealing with WTO trade negotiations, bilateral trade disputes, and we will be implementing a new farm bill,” she said. “This administration remains committed to working with Congress to complete a farm bill quickly, one that will provide agriculture some certainty and to ensure that our farmers and ranchers have the assistance they need.” On trade, she said that “pursuing new trade accords and opening new markets is in the farmers’ best interest. Trade is the future. That’s where America’s farmers will find growth and prosperity.” Ambassador Al Johnson, chief agricultural trade negotiator, detailed U.S. successes and challenges with WTO negotiations, the trade agreement with China, and starting the Free Trade Area of the Americas negotiations.

USDA Seeks Input on Control of Noxious Weeds

USDA-AHPIS seeks public comments by March 29 on its “Draft Action Plan for the Noxious Weeds Program” which recommends changes to the noxious weeds program, including amended noxious weeds regulations. “Because these recommendations may form the basis for future rulemaking, we are requesting public comments on the draft document so that we may consider any relevant public input before taking further action,” APHIS said. Under the Plant Protection Act, APHIS administers the noxious weeds regulations, which prohibit or restrict the importation and interstate movement of noxious weeds. On March 20, 2000, the agency published in the Federal Register an advance notice of proposed rulemaking to gain information on ways in which it could enhance its noxious weeds regulatory program and regulations. Immediately following the close of the comment period, the Plant Protection Act was signed into law. This Act repealed portions of the Federal Noxious Weed Act and now provides APHIS greater authority to regulate the importation and interstate movement of noxious weeds. APHIS noxious weed web page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov:80/ppq/weeds/weedhome.html 

APHIS Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-2018-filed
INDUSTRY NEWS 
GeneScan USA to Run Japanese Standard Method for Biotech Food Testing

In a Feb. 1 news release, FASMAC Co., Ltd named GeneScan USA, Inc., its exclusive licensee in North America to run the Japanese Standard Method, a patented analytical method to test food and agricultural products for biotech material. These methods, which FASMAC developed over the last few years in cooperation with a consortium of Japanese food companies; the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare; and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, will be used by Japanese government agencies to regulate biotech foods in the Japanese marketplace. GeneScan USA is licensing knowledge accumulated by FASMAC during the development and validation of the Japanese Standard Method. FASMAC news release available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
Saskatchewan Growers Sue for Damages Caused by Biotech Canola
The Jan. 23 USDA-FAS attaché report from Canada noted that the Jan. 10 Agriline Daily reported that Saskatchewan Organic Directorate, a group of organic growers, has launched a class-action lawsuit against Monsanto and Aventis. The suit seeks compensation for alleged damages caused by biotech canola spreading to organic fields. The group contends that production of organic canola is threatened by the presence of its biotech counterpart, making it impossible for organic growers to guarantee non-biotech purity. The action may also ask for an injunction to prevent the introduction of biotech wheat there. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683233
   
Doane and Farms.com Develop Ag Careers Web Site
Doane Agricultural Services and Farms.com Ltd. formed an alliance to market and develop a new agricultural careers web site called http://www.CareersInAg.com, according to the Feb. 1 issue of Soybean Digest.
Bayer Launches New Crop Protection Web Site

The Jan. 1 issue of AgriMarketing said that Bayer Corporation launched a newly-designed crop protection web site at http://www.uscrop.bayer.com. The site offers up-to-date information about the Bayer portfolio of agricultural product and services. 

Syngenta Scientist Wins Ben Franklin Award for Life Sciences

Dr. Mary-Dell Chilton of Syngenta was named winner of the 2002 Benjamin Franklin Award for Life Sciences from the Franklin Institute for her work in plant biotechnology, stated a Jan. 28 Syngenta news release. Chilton’s team at Washington University in St. Louis developed the first transgenic plant in 1982. The Franklin award, one of the oldest and most prestigious scientific awards, honors leading scientists, engineers and inventors who have made major contributions to the quality of life. Release at http://www.syngenta.com/en/media/article.asp?article_id=207
ASTA Hosts Russian Delegation at Vegetable & Flower Seed Conference

The Jan. 25 issue of SeedWeek noted that ASTA’s International Committee featured Russian seed authorities on Jan. 28 at ASTA’s 41st Vegetable and Flower Seed Conference in Albuquerque. Vladimir Alginin, Vice Minister Agriculture for the Russian Federation, Valentina Kaltchenko of the Russian National Seed Association, and Nikolai Klimenko, President of the Association of Russia Independent Seed Companies gave an overview of the Russian seed industry and opportunities for U.S.-Russian cooperation. A dozen Russian officials attended the meeting and met with USDA officials later in the week in Washington, DC. Details of the delegation’s visit forthcoming in the February 2002 issue of INSIDE ASTA.
ASTA Management Academy Slated for 2002
The 2002 ASTA Management Academy will be March 4-8 at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind. It will focus on the practical application of general management concepts that are critical to the long-term success of seed companies. Core management courses in finance, marketing, human resource management, and strategy are blended with Special Issue Seminars that address specific, current industry challenges. For more information, go to http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab/programs/asta/index.htm
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

EU Proposes Environmental Liability Legislation

Entities that cause environmental damage, including damage to biodiversity, in the European Union “would be held responsible for restoring the damage caused, or made to pay for the restoration,” according to a legislative proposal that the European Commission has adopted and forwarded to the European Council and Parliament, according to a Jan. 23 EC news release. The release, “Making the Polluter Pay: Commission Adopts Liability Scheme to Prevent and Repair Environmental Damage,” is at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?reslist
	


EC Health and Consumer Protection Agency Strives for Transparency
The establishment of the European Food Safety Authority is the topic of the January 2002 issue of Consumer Voice, a publication of the European Commission’s Directorate General for Health and Consumer Protection. Story at http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/health_consumer/newsletter/index_en.htm
Canada Assesses Precautionary Principle
On Feb. 4, the USDA’s Foreign Agriculture Service released a Jan. 29 report on the Canadian perspective on the Precautionary Principle. The Government of Canada is seeking input from Canadian stakeholders on the precautionary approach/principle. The Canadian government acknowledges that this principle recognizes that the absence of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason to postpone decisions where there is a risk of serious or irreversible harm. FAS report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135683320 

Exposé on proposed guiding principles at

http://www.pco-bcp.gc.ca/raoics-srdc/docs/Precaution/Booklet/booklet-e-allfonts.pdf 

Canadian discussion document at

http://www.pco-bcp.gc.ca/raoics-srdc/docs/Precaution/Discussion/discussion_e.pdf
Russia Aims to Keep Farm Export Subsidies if it Joins WTO
A Jan. 25 Reuters article reported that Russia will want to keep some export subsidies for farmers when it joins the WTO, according to a senior Russian official. Moscow’s chief negotiator with the WTO engaged in a week of talks in the latest stage of its eight-year bid to convince the 144 WTO members to let it in. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020125/l25325548_1.html
Japan Halts Imported Rice Sales in Lead Scare

A Jan. 25 Reuters article reported that Japan said it would demand certificates to ensure containers holding foreign rice do not have dangerous levels of lead, after halting distribution of imported U.S. rice. In Tokyo, Japan’s Food Agency temporarily halted the movement of all foreign rice already in Japan because some bags of U.S. rice were found to contain levels of lead that were higher than allowed by the government. The move will last until the government procurement body confirms the rice is safe to eat. Moreover, Japan is now requiring that all new imports of rice packed in bags made of a suspect synthetic material come with certification that the bags are compliant with health standards. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20020125/hl/japan_1.html

Argentine Exports May Not Benefit From Currency Devaluation
The Feb. 4 issue of Business Week discussed why currency devaluation in Argentina may not boost sales abroad. “Economic textbooks claim that exporters should be among the first to benefit from a currency devaluation, as their products become more competitive in international markets,” Business Week said. Yet … the trade advantages Argentina hopes to reap from such a move may be a long time coming. Despite a wealth of underutilized industrial capacity and record harvests for many crops, the government expects exports to grow just 4% this year, from an estimated $26.8 billion in 2001. That’s well below the 9% annual average registered during the previous decade … Perhaps the biggest barrier to Argentina’s export success is the insular mind-set of its businesses. While the country is blessed with abundant natural resources and a skilled workforce, companies traditionally have catered to the large middle class rather than scout out markets abroad. As a result, exports have never topped 9% of gross domestic product in the past decade, while in Chile they regularly exceed 25%. Story at http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/02_05/b3768150.htm
USDA-ERS Issues Ag Trade Report

An international ag trade report was issued on Jan. 23 by the USDA’s Economic Research Service. It updates the quantity and value of U.S. farm exports and imports, plus includes price trends and analysis of U.S. agricultural trade in the global market. “The $13 billion January-November surplus in U.S. agricultural exports is $2 billion ahead of the first 11 months of 2000,” the report states. “All the gain is in exports, which are up $2 billion compared with the year earlier. High-value product exports account for much of this increase.” Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/so/view.asp?f=trade/fau-bb/
Codex Seeks Input on International Labeling Requirements for Biotech Food 
The U.S. Codex Office will host a public meeting on March 19 in Washington, DC to discuss agenda items to be addressed during the May 6-10 meeting of the Codex Committee on Food Labeling in Halifax, Canada. Agenda items will include draft recommendations for the labeling of foods obtained through certain techniques of genetic modification. U.S. Codex Office web site at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/oa/codex/new.htm  

Halifax meeting agenda at http://www.codexalimentarius.net/ccfl30/fl02_01e.htm.
Sanctions on Cuba Inhibit U.S. Farm Exports
U.S. farmers have been losing up to $1.24 billion a year in agricultural exports because of long-standing economic sanctions on Cuba, according to a report released by the Cuba Policy Foundation said a Jan. 28 Reuters article. The United States imposed sanctions four decades ago when Cuba accepted Soviet aid. With the end of the Cold War, public sentiment in the United States has shifted somewhat toward Cuba. Food was exempted from the embargo in late 2000, but no public or private U.S. financing was allowed for the sales. Pending Senate legislation would allow private financing. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020128/n28159718_1.html

OTHER
U.S. Details New Food Aid to Afghanistan 
A Jan. 28 Reuters story said that the United States plans to ship $122 million worth of wheat and other food aid to Afghanistan as part of a broad effort to ease food shortages there. The White House detailed provisions of its earlier pledge of $296.75 million for Afghan aid, including $122 million in food assistance and $84 million for disaster assistance to rehabilitate agriculture, improve health and divert labor from opium harvesting. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020128/pl_nm/attack_bush_karzai_pledge_dc_6 
###
Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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