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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

Saudi Arabia Sets Biotech Food Labeling Requirement 
A Nov. 13 attaché report issued by the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service indicated that Saudi Arabia plans to establish a 1% threshold for biotech material in non-biotech food, effective Dec. 1, 2001. The Saudi Ministry of Commerce (MOC) will require a positive GMF labeling if a product contains one or more percent genetically modified vegetable (plant) ingredients. Labeling is to include a triangle with the text “Contains Genetically Modified Product(s).” The MOC will not accept a statement that says “This Product May Contain GMO Ingredients.” It considers such labeling consumers’ right-to-know and discourages Saudi consumers from eating biotech foods until their long-term effects are known. The MOC has warned importers to fully comply with the biotech labeling rules, noting it will randomly test products for compliance. If products defined as GMO-free test positively for GMOs, the importing firm will face fines per the MOC anti-commercial fraud regulations (usually a monetary fine, jail terms or both). FAS report at
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200111/135682683.wpd
Canadian Farmers Choose Biotech Seed but Watch Exports
Canada is planting more biotech crops, namely canola, despite concern about a key export market. Canada is the leading producer and exporter of canola. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/011112/l26480545_1.html

Croatia Advertises Itself as a GMO-Free Tourist Destination
According to a Nov. 16 USDA-FAS attaché report, Croatia has drafted a law banning biotech products. This draft law, dated September/October 2001, shows that Croatia is heading toward a ban on the importation, marketing, use, and production of the products of agricultural biotechnology. The ban would be in place until biotechnology is regulated by other, more specific legislation. The draft law is just one aspect of the Croatian government’s anti-GMO policy. It also conducted an anti-GMO ad campaign this summer promoting Croatia as a GMO-free tourist destination, a copy of which is at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scripts/gd.asp?ID=135682680
Reports Issued on Ag Biotech Industry in Europe
The AgBioForum on Nov. 17 issued a special issue which provides “results and key findings from the Policy Influences on Technology for Agriculture (PITA) project. This project, funded by the European Commission, provides integrated analysis of policies and market-related factors relevant to the agrochemical, biotechnology, and seeds sectors.” Article titles include “Innovation Challenges for the European Agbiotech Industry Project;” “Novartis: New Agribusiness Strategy;” “AgrEvo: From Crop Protection to Crop Production;” “Rhône-Poulenc Agrochimie: An Uncertain Future;” “Advanta: Worldwide Challenges;” “Seminis Vegetable Seeds;” “KWS: Going Beyond Sugar Beet;” “Limagrain: A Cooperative Spirit Among the World’s Seed Leaders;” “BASF: AgBio Fast Follower;” “Zeneca Agrochemicals;” “Bayer AG: Chemicals And Life Sciences;” and “How Will US-Based Companies Make It In Europe?” Special issue at http://www.agbioforum.org/vol4no1/newsletter.htm
Biotechnology May Target World's Worst Diseases
Agricultural biotechnology may be able to help save the lives of millions from the world’s most endemic diseases, said a Nov. 13 Reuters article. By using the technology to incorporate useful genes into an almost limitless variety of common plants―from rapeseed and tobacco to potato, tomato and banana―scientists aim to produce cheap and stable vaccines in an edible form to thwart disease. Deadly diseases, such as cholera, tuberculosis and hepatitis, have been targeted as candidates for vaccines which can be engineered from plants. There is also now some realistic hope that mankind's centuries-old battle against malaria may soon be nearing its end due to a breakthrough last year in producing the world’s first transgenic mosquito. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011113/sc/food_biotech_vaccines_dc_2.html
Scientist Sees Hope for Africa with Use of Ag Biotech
A Nov. 13 Reuters article noted biotechnology could provide African farmers with powerful tools to help feed a growing population and reduce hunger. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/011113/n13139375_1.html

AGRO-TERRORISM  

Senate Proposes $3.2 Billion Bioterrorism Bill
The Nov. 16 Associated Press reported that the Senate has proposed a $3.2 billion plan to prepare the United States against terrorism and the House is working on a similar package of its own. The Bush administration supported the concept of the Senate plan, but balked at the cost. Among several measures, the bill would authorize $400 million for new programs to improve oversight of the nation’s food supply, including hiring new inspectors for both the USDA and the Food and Drug Administration. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/ap/20011116/us/attacks_anthrax_20.html
FARM POLICY 

Producer Protection Provisions Struck from Farm Bill
Senate Agriculture Committee members voted 12-9 to strike a section that aimed to rein in some activities of large agribusiness corporations, reported the Nov. 13 Congressional Quarterly. Under the struck provisions, agriculture firms would have been prohibited from engaging in unfair or deceptive acts in their dealings with farmers. The language also would have voided any confidentiality provisions in contracts between agriculture firms and producers. The section would have given farmers the right to cancel a contract within three days after it is signed. Another controversial section of the bill would have required country-of-origin labeling for fruits and vegetables. Ranking Republican Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) said the bill (S 1628) is an attempt to turn back the clock to a time when small businesses dominated the agriculture industry. He noted that the bill left it to the Agriculture secretary and the courts to determine what is unfair or deceptive. Lugar also said he feared that the country-of-origin provision would violate World Trade Organization commitments. 
Harkin Stops Harkin’ on Subsidy Limits
The Nov. 15 Associated Press reported that Democrats pushed an overhaul of farm and nutrition programs through a Senate committee over objections of Republicans who said it would encourage overproduction of crops. To win approval of the legislation, the Senate Agriculture Committee chair Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) made a series of concessions to Southern Democrats, including dropping his effort to cut payments to big grain and cotton farms. Harkin also increased price guarantees for some commodities and trimmed his conservation proposals. The committee approved the legislation 12-9. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/ap/20011115/pl/congress_farmers_4.html
Senate Farm Bill Boosts U.S. Crop Supports
Farmers would get at least $26 billion in additional crop supports under a five-year farm bill approved by the Senate Agriculture Committee that would release still more aid when market prices fall below levels that trigger “safety net” provisions in the law, said a Nov. 15 Reuters article. The wide-ranging bill also would double spending on soil, water and wildlife conservation programs and remove a ban on private U.S. financing of food sales to Cuba. It now goes to the Democratic-controlled Senate for a vote soon after the Thanksgiving holiday. The Republican-led House version, passed last month, would boost subsidies by $49 billion over 10 years and automatically send more money to grain, cotton and soybean growers if crop revenues fall below “target” prices set by law. That level of subsidies has been criticized by the European Union, which says it is contrary to U.S. efforts to get other nations to reduce trade-distorting subsidies. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011115/pl/congress_farm_dc_2.html 
Senate Tests Bush Farm Policy
According to the Nov. 17 Associated Press, the Bush administration’s resolve to control farm spending will be tested when the Senate moves ahead with a bill that critics say will stimulate crop surpluses and primarily benefit big producers. The White House says it does not want to do either. The bill also could exceed the spending caps in this year’s congressional budget agreement. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011117/pl/congress_farmers_7.html

 
Bush Pushes for More Trade Authority 
The Nov. 17 Associated Press said that Republican leaders set Dec. 6 for a House vote on the legislation that President Bush will need to pursue his ambitious trade agenda. That agenda includes two holdovers from the Clinton administration: creation of the world’s largest free trade zone in the Western Hemisphere and successful completion of a new round of trade liberalization talks under the auspices of the World Trade Organization. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011117/pl/trade_battle_1.html 
EPA Extends Pesticide Drift Comment Period
The Environmental Protection Agency extended from Nov. 20 to Jan. 19 the comment deadline on the agency’s draft notice on “Spray and Dust Drift Label Statements for Pesticide Products,” in response to a request from the public. Notice of public comment was published in the Aug. 22 Federal Register. The purpose of this new labeling is to provide pesticide registrants and applicators and other individuals responsible for pesticide applications with improved and more consistent product label statements for controlling pesticide drift from spray and dust applications in order to be more protective of human health and the environment.  Draft notice at http://www.epa.gov/opppmsd1/PR--Notices/prdraft-spraydrift801.htm Nov. 14 Federal Register notice at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-28523-filed

Karnal Bunt Spread Uncertain
Months after the first confirmed cases of Karnal bunt were found in northern Texas, it’s not clear whether the spores have traveled into the U.S. wheat belt, reported the Nov. 14 Associated Press. Samples from the top wheat-producing states have shown no evidence of the fungus so far. But any spores in fields now would be dormant until the plants start to flower in the 2002 harvest. Meanwhile, there is concern about a sharp decline in Oklahoman grain elevators submitting samples for testing as part of a national Karnal bunt survey. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/ap/20011114/bs/farm_scene_161.html
INDUSTRY NEWS
ASTA to Host Producer Protection Workshop on Dec. 6 in Chicagotc "ASTA Producer Protection Workshop "
What is producer protection and how does it affect the seed industry? Producer protection initiatives affect all seed professionals and their ability to work with growers and customers. ASTA member companies and state associations will discuss varied state and national activities of the past year on this issue and look ahead to 2002 in an ASTA workshop on Thurs., Dec. 6 from 1-3 PM at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, Room Crystal A. More information on producer protection legislation in the October/November 2001 issue of INSIDE ASTA.

ASTA Featuring Chinese Journalist and Discussion on China’s Entry into WTO at Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Conferences in Chicago Dec. 5-7 
ASTA is hosting Song Xunfeng, editor-in-chief of the China Farmers’ Daily, Foreign Seed Industry Edition, at ASTA’s Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Seed Research Conferences Wed.-Fri., Dec. 5–7, at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. The Farmers’ Daily is the official agricultural government newspaper of the People’s Republic of China, distributed to business people, farmers, and top-level government ministers. Song will discuss China’s entry into the WTO and how it will impact the seed industry in a press conference on Dec. 5 at 11:30 AM in the makeshift meeting room at the back of the exhibit hall. General information about ASTA’s meeting and trade show is online at http://www.amseed.com/mtgAnnualConvention.asp 
Prakash, LeBuanec, and Hawks to Speak at ASTA Corn & Sorghum Conference
C.S. Prakash, Ph.D., professor at Tuskegee University; Bernard LeBuanec, secretariat of the International Seed Trade Federation (FIS); and William Hawks, undersecretary, Marketing, USDA are new additions to the speaker line-up at ASTA’s Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Seed Research Conferences Dec. 5–7, at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. Prakash and LeBuanec will speak during the ASTA Biotechnology Committee meeting on Wed., Dec. 5 from 3 to 5 PM, addressing the latest developments in biotechnology. Hawks will provide the inside scoop on the 2001 Farm Bill. A complete schedule for ASTA’s meeting is at www.amseed.org 

ASTA Management Academy Slated for 2002
The 2002 ASTA Management Academy will be March 4-8 at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind. It focuses on the practical application of general management concepts that are critical to the long-term success of both farm and non-farm/specialty seed firms. Core management courses in finance, marketing, human resource management, and strategy are blended with Special Issue Seminars that address specific, current industry challenges and stress practical application of management tools to everyday decisions. For more information, go to http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab/programs/asta/index.htm
CelPril and Rizobacter Announce Licensing Agreement
On Nov. 15, CelPril  of Manteca, California and Rizobacter Argentina S.A., announced today that they have entered into a long term licensing agreement.  Under the terms of the agreement Rizobacter will be the exclusive producer of Rhizo-Kote® brand legume seed coatings in Argentina. In addition, Rizobacter will operate a local sales and marketing network within Argentina. Complete announcement available upon e-mail request from adansby@amseed.org.
Delta and Pine Land Company Expands Research Facilities

Delta and Pine Land Company announced Nov. 12 the purchase of a research facility in Winterville, MS, and a planned expansion of its cotton research facilities in Scott, MS. The company says the investments in both locations are expected to cost approximately $2 million and lead to the creation of several new jobs.  
Legend Seeds Acquires Ramy Seeds

Legend Seeds of De Smet, S.D., reported it has acquired Ramy Seeds, Mankato, MN. Under the Prairie Gold label, Ramy sells corn and soybeans, including non-GMO food grade soybeans to the Japanese market and organic seed. Legend products include genetically enhanced and conventional varieties of corn and soybeans plus alfalfa, sunflower, canola, grain sorghum and forages. 
Syngenta and Egea Form Alliance

Syngenta Biotechnology Inc. and Egea Biosciences Inc. said Nov. 14 they have entered into a collaboration to engineer plants that will resist pests through the insertion of genes for naturally occurring molecules. Egea will use its gene synthesis technology to engineer extremely long pieces of DNA that encode a series of genes that, when introduced into a plant, will produce organic molecules that will take the place of the chemicals sprayed on fields by farmers. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

WTO Meeting Covers Agricultural Measures

World Trade Organization (WTO) Negotiations concluded Nov. 14 in Doha, Qatar. 
The meeting included discussion on the TRIPS Agreement and agricultural objectives. Negotiating objectives adopted specifically for agriculture include substantial improvements in market access, reductions in all forms of export subsidies with a view to phasing them out, and substantial reductions in trade distorting domestic subsidies. Language sought by the European Union on “non-trade concerns,” such as the precautionary principle and consumer concerns was left unchanged and will only be taken into account in the context of the current WTO Agreement on Agriculture. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/nm/20011117/ts/cuba_usa_castro_dc_1.html
Ministerial Declarations and Decisions posted at 
http://www-chil.wto-ministerial.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min01_e/min01_e.htm
FAO Fails to Adopt New Code for Pesticide Use
Member states of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) failed to adopt a new international code for pesticide use because of disagreement over intellectual property rights, said a Nov. 14 Reuters article. The biennial FAO conference fell short of agreement on a new framework for pesticide use because of differing interpretations over patents and data protection. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011114/sc/food_pesticides_dc_1.html
FAO Mobilizes $200 Million Farm Plan for Afghans
A Nov. 13 Reuters article reported that the fall of Kabul has given the United Nations a chance to launch a $200 million drive to rescue next year’s Afghan grain harvest while also rushing emergency food aid to the hungry. The FAO is scrambling to deliver seeds to some two million farming families in time for planting, protect crops from disease and vaccinate livestock as part of a two-pronged approach to help Afghans. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/nm/20011113/wl/attack_food_afghanistan_dc_1.html

Castro Welcomes First Trade with United States
A Nov. 17 Reuters article noted that Cuban President Fidel Castro welcomed the chance to buy food and medicine from the United States for those harmed by Hurricane Michelle, but insisted there would be no further purchases until the embargo changed. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011117/ts/cuba_usa_castro_dc_1.html

INVASIVE SPECIES

Nominations Sought for Invasive Species Advisory Committee
The Interior Department extended the deadline for receipt of nominations of individuals to serve on its Invasive Species Advisory Committee to Nov. 27 due to ongoing delays in surface mail processing in the Washington, D.C. area. The purpose of the ISAC is to provide advice to the Invasive Species Council on a broad array of issues, including preventing the introduction of invasive species, providing for their control, and minimizing the economic, ecological, and human health impacts that invasive species cause. Members of ISAC should be knowledgeable in and represent one or more of the following communities of interests: weed science; fisheries science; rangeland management; forest science; entomology; nematology; plant pathology; veterinary medicine; broad range of farming or agricultural practices; biodiversity issues; applicable laws and regulations relevant to invasive species policy; risk assessment; biological control of invasive species; public health/epidemiology; international trade; environmental education; ecosystem monitoring; natural resource database design and integration; internet-based management of conservation issues. More information at http://www.invasivespecies.gov. Nov. 14 Federal Register notice at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-28518-filed 

###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Vir., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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