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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

NIH to Address Potential Allergenicity of Biotech Foods 

A National Institutes of Health workshop entitled, “Assessment of the Allergenic Potential of Genetically Modified Foods,” has been rescheduled for Dec. 10-12 in Chapel Hill, N.C. The workshop will bring together experts on food allergies, biotech crops, and the regulatory aspects of these products, along with bench scientists and clinicians. The workshop’s focus is to examine the current state of knowledge on this topic, identify the critical issues regarding biotech foods, and develop testing strategies to examine the allergenicity of biotech materials. Registration and program details in the Nov. 13 Federal Register at

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-28309-filed
U.S. Urges International Coalition to Fight Hunger and Use Biotechnology

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman urged the international community to work together to eradicate hunger and said biotechnology could help, noted a Nov. 5 Reuters article. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations says the international community is falling behind in its goal to halve world hunger by 2015. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011105/wl/food_usa_hunger_dc_1.html

ACAB Issues Report on Future of Public Plant Breeding Programs
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Advisory Committee on Agricultural Biotechnology recently issued a report that supports a renewed and reinvigorated commitment to public plant breeding programs of the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service and programs funded by the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service. “This commitment must involve a balanced and complementary relationship between public and private research efforts,” the ACAB noted. “While each sector has unique strengths and inherent limitations, USDA should assure that its public programs are complementary to private-sector investments in crop variety research and development while avoiding duplicative efforts.” Report at
http://www.usda.gov/agencies/biotech/acab/meetings/mtg_8-01/ppbprpt_8-01.html
Brazil Issues Biotech Labeling Policy Prior to Approval of Technology
The government of Brazil issued a decree establishing a labeling requirement and tolerance limits for packaged food containing biotech ingredients effective Dec. 31, 2001, according to a Nov. 7 Brazil attaché report on biotechnology. However, the labeling issue is still in debate in the National Congress and biotech foods are not yet approved for use in Brazil. Report at http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200111/130682651.pdf
Consumers Not Driving Farmers’ Use of Biotech Crops 
A Nov. 5 Reuters article reported that consumer pressure will not force North and South American farmers to abandon the use of biotech crops, but it could blight the development of a new generation of crops promising many medical or nutritional benefits. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/011105/l26216285_2.html

Hunger Fighters See Biotech Hope for Poor Nations 

“The way plant scientist and Nobel laureate Norman Borlaug sees it, the challenge of feeding a growing world population greatly simplifies the debate over food and biotechnology,” reported a Nov. 8 Reuters article. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011108/sc/food_biotech_borlaug_dc_1.html
EU Consumers Not Ready to Jump on Biotech Bandwagon
A Nov. 8 Reuters article noted that while the debate over biotech foods in the European Union has waned, consumers there still show little appetite for such foods. The EU, anxious not to cede the scientific race, has gently tried to reopen a public debate, but so far, moves to address consumer concerns have not jump-started stalled EU approvals for biotech crops. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011108/lf/food_biotech_consumer_dc_2.html
AGRO-TERRORISM 
FDA Posts New Web Page on Bioterrorism Issues 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) launched a new web page on bioterrorism which includes links to other authoritative sources, such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Library of Medicine. Also online is information on labeling for two anthrax treatments and FDA warnings to sellers of unapproved foreign Cipro. FDA web page at http://www.fda.gov/oc/opacom/hottopics/bioterrorism.html

Farm Groups Encourage Crop Growers to Tighten Security
The Nov. 5 Dallas Morning News reported that the nation’s food supply could be the next target of terrorism. Infecting a single field or herd could be the first step in crippling the $1.3 trillion-a-year agricultural industry, the paper said. As a result, state officials and farming associations have encouraged crop and cattle producers to be more vigilant in tightening security. Story at http://www.dallasnews.com/business/stories/STORY.e9fac51d72.b0.af.0.a4.6eb51.html
Veneman Assures Public of USDA Preparedness for Agroterrorism
An Oct. 25 letter to USDA customers from U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman said that the USDA has taken steps to ensure its programs and services are responsive to potential threats of terrorism. “Our inspectors are on heightened alert at ports of entry and in food processing plants,” she said. “We have stepped up security at appropriate USDA facilities. We are coordinating with other federal agencies such as the FDA, CDC, Customs, and law enforcement agencies on biosecurity issues. And, we are examining our responsibilities―looking at our short and long term needs―to ensure we continue to protect America’s food supply and agriculture against pests and disease of any kind.” Letter at http://www.usda.gov/special/biosecurity/secletter.htm.  A transcript of further comments by Veneman from C-Span’s “Washington Journal” on Nov. 1 is at http://www.usda.gov/news/speeches/st20.htm

USDA Requests Over $45 Million to Strengthen Biosecurity Measures
On Oct. 19, Secretary Veneman announced that President Bush proposed the allocation of $45.2 million to USDA as part of a $20 billion submission to Congress for emergency funding to strengthen essential programs and services related to biosecurity issues. The funding proposed for USDA would support enhanced security for USDA facilities ($17.2 million); design and construction of a satellite facility at the USDA laboratory in Ames, Iowa for research activities ($14.1 million); technical assistance to state, local, federal, and private sector entities to improve biosecurity ($5 million); and education and training to strengthen response mechanisms to potential food supply threats, improve data collection and dissemination, and other biosecurity activities ($8.9 million). USDA announcement at http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2001/10/0204.htm
FARM POLICY


ERS Issues Report on Agricultural Research in Asian Countries
On Nov. 6, the USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) issued the report “Private Investments in Agricultural Research and International Technology Transfer in Asia.” This report provides original estimates of private sector agricultural research and development efforts in Asia during the 1990s.  It examines India, Pakistan, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and China. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aer805
ERS Issues Report on World Trade in Agricultural Commodities
On Nov. 9, the ERS issued another report on “World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates,” which forecasts U.S. and world supply-use balances of major grains, soybeans and products, and cotton. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/waobr/view.asp?f=wasde-bb
FDA Recommends Safety Levels for Fumonisin in Corn Foods and Feeds
In the Nov. 9 Federal Register, FDA announced the availability of a final guidance document entitled “Guidance for Industry: Fumonisin Levels in Human Foods and Animal Feeds.” Its purpose is to identify for the industry fumonisin levels that FDA considers adequate to protect human and animal health, which are achievable in human foods and animal feeds with the use of good agricultural and manufacturing practices. The agency also announced the availability of final supporting documents entitled “Background Paper in Support of Fumonisin Levels in Corn and Corn Products Intended for Human Consumption,” and “Background Paper in Support of Fumonisin Levels in Animal Feed.” FDA will accept comments on the documents at any time. Nov. 9 Federal Register notice at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid=01-28104-filed
Congress Approves $31 Million to Fight Pests
According to the Nov. 9 Associated Press, Congress agreed to spend $31 million to fight pests, such as Mormon crickets, whose ravenous appetites threaten crops in Utah and surrounding states. The money was included in a bill outlining federal agricultural spending under a deal struck by House and Senate negotiators. The program will be administered by the USDA’s Animal Plant Health Inspection Service. The money will be used to battle the crickets and other pests, including citrus canker, plum pox virus, and the Asian long-horned beetle. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011109/pl/mormon_crickets_1.html
USDA Boosts Crop Estimate as Farmers Get Better Yields than Expected

The Nov. 9 Associated Press reported that the government boosted its estimates of this year’s corn, soybean and cotton crops because many farmers have been getting better yields than expected. Corn production is expected to reach nearly 10 billion bushels in 2001, still four percent below last year. But farmers have been harvesting an average of 138 bushels of corn per acre, 1.7 bushels an acre more than the department previously expected. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/apf/011109/crop_report_2.html
Cuba Wants to Buy U.S. Goods in Hurricane Emergency

Cuba challenged the United States to authorize unprecedented sales of food and medicine to the communist-run island in the wake of its worst hurricane in half a century, according to a Nov. 8 Reuters article. Havana’s politically delicate proposal―in the context of a four-decade-old U.S. embargo on Cuba where it has no formal diplomatic ties―came in a statement politely declining an American offer of aid. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011109/wl/cuba_hurricane_recovery_3.html
INDUSTRY NEWS

ASTA Featuring Chinese Journalist and Discussion on China’s Entry into WTO at Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Conferences in Chicago Dec. 5-7 
ASTA is hosting Song Xunfeng, editor-in-chief of the China Farmers' Daily, Foreign Seed Industry Edition, at ASTA’s Corn & Sorghum and Soybean Seed Research Conferences Wed.-Fri., Dec. 5–7, at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. The Farmers' Daily is the official agricultural government newspaper of the People's Republic of China, distributed to business people, farmers, and top-level government ministers. Song will discuss China’s entry into the WTO and how it will impact the seed industry in a press conference on Dec. 5 at 11:30 AM in the makeshift meeting room at the back of the exhibit hall. General information about ASTA’s meeting and trade show is online at http://www.amseed.com/mtgAnnualConvention.asp 
ASTA Management Academy Slated for 2002
The 2002 ASTA Management Academy will be March 4-8 at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind. It focuses on the practical application of general management concepts that are critical to the long-term success of both farm and non-farm/specialty seed firms. Core management courses in finance, marketing, human resource management, and strategy are blended with Special Issue Seminars that address specific, current industry challenges and stress practical application of management tools to everyday decisions. For more information, go to http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/cab/programs/asta/index.htm
Monsanto Celebrates 100th Anniversary

In honor of 100 years of business, Monsanto has posted a timeline of its history and other company information at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/about_us/company_timeline/default.htm
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

World Trade Organization Admits China Amid Doubts
The Nov. 11 New York Times reported that China joined the World Trade Organization on Nov. 10, completing a quest that required 15 years of haggling over whether the nation’s fitful embrace of a market economy entitled it to the full trading rights of capitalist countries. Trade ministers from the United States, Europe and India referred to the marathon negotiations over China’s admission as difficult, acrimonious and politically charged, but the admission ceremony was brief and cordial. Chinese officials have presented the nation’s membership as one of their most significant diplomatic achievements since China displaced Taiwan and took a seat on the United Nations Security Council in 1971. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/nyt/20011111/bs/world_trade_organization_admits_china_amid_doubts_1.html


Related Oct. 10 Associated Press story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011110/wl/wto_11.html
FAO Votes for Broad Limits on Crop Patents
On Nov. 3, the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) adopted the world’s newest international treaty at its headquarters by a vote of 116-0 with two abstentions from the United States and Japan. The “International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture” establishes a multilateral system providing access to seeds and germplasm for much of the world’s food supply, as well as to fair and equitable sharing of the benefits obtained from their use. It also includes a provision on farmers’ rights to save, use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed. Upon the conclusion of the negotiations, U.S. negotiators indicated the U.S. Senate was unlikely to ratify the new treaty, which will enter into force 90 days after 40 nations approve it under their domestic legal systems. The most contentious provision states that farmers, researchers and others using the system “shall not claim any intellectual property or other rights that limit the facilitated access to the plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, or their genetic parts or components, in the form received from the Multilateral System.” Shortly before finalizing the new treaty, a U.S. proposal to delete this provision altogether lost by a vote of 97-10. FAO Nov. 3 news release at www.fao.org/WAICENT/OIS/PRESS_NE/PRESSENG/2001/pren0181.htm
Related international news story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/htx/oneworld/20011106/wl/fao_votes_for_broad_limits_on_crop_patents_1.html
Related Nov. 3 Reuters article at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20011103/sc/food_un_genetic_dc_1.html
Daschle Supports Farmers’ Rights to Patented Seed

Proposals to exempt farmers from paying royalties on biotech seeds were supported by Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle in a Nov. 1 letter to Barbara Tobias, director of the Office of Ecology and Terrestrial Conservation in the U.S. State Department, who headed up the U.S. Delegation to the 31st Session of the FAO. Daschle urged Tobias “to do all that you and the U.S. delegation can to oppose any provision that limits farmers’ rights” to use agricultural seed. “We support [farmers’] rights to plant seed derived from proprietary organisms on their own land, and a prohibition on the development and selling of seeds that are sterile,” Daschle wrote. “Additionally, patent holders or owners of genetically modified organisms and related technology should be liable for health, safety and environmental impacts. Finally, any damages caused to farmers through lower prices, lost markets or contamination due to genetically modified products should be reimbursed by the company producing any such product.” Nov. 1 letter at http://www.thecampaign.org/Daschle.pdf
European Food Authority
The European Union on Nov. 8 issued a Q&A on the newly formed European Food Authority (EFA), which addresses the tasks of the EFA, when it will become operational, its legal status and scope, organizational set-up, role in case of conflicting scientific opinions, assurance of EFA independence, its role in preventing food crises, public communication, and transparency rules of current scientific committees. Q&A at http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/health_consumer/library/press/press135_en.pdf
Senate Panel Votes on Cuba Trade

The Nov. 7 Associated Press reported that the Senate Agriculture Committee voted to loosen restrictions on food exports to Cuba by allowing private U.S. financing of sales. Story at http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20011107/pl/us_cuba_trade_1.html

OTHER

Public and Private Funding for Agricultural Research

On Nov. 1, the USDA-ERS issued a report on “Agricultural Research Funding in the Public and Private Sector.” Data are available either as nominal figures, or corrected for inflation. Report at http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/agresearchfunding/
###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located near Washington, DC, is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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